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FADE | N:
ACT ONE

I NT. FURLONG FAIR - NI GHT

We see TWLIGHT, RAINBOW DASH, APPLEJACK, PINKIE PIE and
FLUTTERSHY taking in the sights of your typical old-tiney
small town carnival, situated on Ponyville’'s

fairgrounds. The five girls are chatting it up and having a
good tine.

TW LI GHT
Back honme | never mssed a single
year of the Furlong Fair. | wonder

if they do anything different when
they bring the fair to Ponyville.

RAI NBOW DASH
It better not be like the
Cl oudsdal e fair: they only have
baby rides. | nean, cone
on! Wiat’'s the point of getting
strapped into sonething if it can't

even kill you?
FLUTTERSHY
They had a nice Ferris wheel,
t hough. Well, at least until its

| evitation spell wore off.

Fl uttershy whi npers, |lost in an unpl easant nenory.

TW LI GHT
Well, I'’msure having you all here
will make it seemli ke a whol e new

experi ence.

Twi | i ght pauses for a noment before making a quick
head- count .

TW LI GHT
Where's Rarity?

APPLEJACK
(hesitant)
Oh, well, she deci ded-

Pl NKI E PI E
-She said she didn't want to
(imtating Rarity’s voice)
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Fl uttershy cowers.
di sapproval ,

PINKIE PIE (cont’d)
"Take part in any brutish ganes or
soil her palette with starchy
carnival slop,"
(back to normal voice)
so she went on the Ferris Weel.

FLUTTERSHY
F-Ferris wheel ?

PINKIE PI E
VWat? You're the el enent of
honesty: you shoul d be beating ne
to the punch when it cones to this
ki nd of stuff.

TW LI GHT
Well, | just hope she’s enjoying
hersel f.

I NT. FERRI S WHEEL PASSENGER CAR - NI GHT

Appl ej ack gives Pinkie Pie a | ook of
i ke she said sonmething she shoul dn’t have.

We see DERPY HOOVES sitting at one end of the two-seat car

her face starting to turn green.
RARI TY, who's pressed agai nst the opposite wall

| ooking for a way out.

RARI TY
| s there a dashi ng pegasus out
t here who can rescue a young | ady?

(beat)
Ck, a presentabl e pegasus? Any
pegasus? A flying pig? 1’1l take
anyt hi ng!

Der py Hooves’ nausea gets worse.

RARI TY
Oh, what | wouldn't give for
anot her flight spell-

EXT. FERRIS WHEEL - NI GHT ( CONTI NUQUS)

We hear the sound of throw ng up,

The canera pans over to
of the car,

foll owed by a huge SCREAM

CUE OPENI NG



I NT. FURLONG FAIR - NI GHT

The canera pans to show retro, wood-panel ed carnival ganes
and stands on one end of the grounds and food carts on the
ot her end. Applejack and Pinkie Pie are checking out the
eats. They happen upon a GREASE JOCKEY with a stand set up.

GREASE JOCKEY
Two bits and 1’1l fry up anything
you like.

PINKIE Pl E
Qoh, Appl ejack! Quick, give nme one
of your appl es!

APPLEJACK
Oh, | see. Just ’cause ny nane,
occupation and cutie mark all have
to do with apples, you figure that
" m al ways carrying appl es around
with me, is that it?

Pinkie Pie, ignoring what Applejack is saying, reaches under
her hat and pulls out an apple.

PI NKI E PI E
How s this?

APPLEJACK
Now wait just a m nute-

GREASE JOCKEY
-That’ Il do. Two bits, please.

Pi nki e Pie reaches around in her mane. She pulls out two
coins stuck to a huge, brown wad.

PI NKI E PI E
Ooh, that's where all that caranel
went! Hey, can you fry this too?

GREASE JOCKEY
You got two nore bits?

Pi nkie Pie runmmages around her mane a bit nore. W hear al
kinds of junk jingling around and we see GUMW’ s head poke
out before diving back in.

PINKI E PI E
(forlorn)

(perking up again)
I

Qoh, know

( CONTI NUED)
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Pinkie Pie sticks the apple inside of the caranel wad and
hands it to the Grease Jockey along with the two bits. He
plunges the apple into the sizzling fryer. Pinkie Pie |ooks
utterly pleased with hersel f; Applejack | ooks annoyed.

A nonent later, the Jockey pulls out a fried apple on a
stick. Pinkie Pie imediately grabs the scal ding appl e and
takes a bite.

APPLEJACK
How s it taste?

PINKIE Pl E
(cheerfully, nmouth full of
st ean)
| can’t taste anything!
(swal | ows)
But nmy taste buds definitely felt
sonmet hing tasty before they were
scal ded of f ny tongue!

Appl ej ack takes the apple and blows on it for a bit before
taking a bite.

APPLEJACK
(appr ehensi ve)
" msure ny great aunt Toffee’'s
gonna be spinnin’ in her stable
when | say this, but this is the
best caranel apple |I’ve ever had!

Al pulls a curly, pink strand of hair out of her nouth.

APPLEJACK ( CONT’ D)
Follicl es aside, a' course.

PINKI E PI E
(slightly downtrodden)
It’s too bad that was the only one.
(suddenly perky and flippant)

Ch wel | .

APPLEJACK
That don’t have to be the case: we
coul d make nore. | got the apples,

you got the caranel.

GREASE JOCKEY
And |’ ve got the fryer

The G ease Jockey pulls Pinkie Pie and Applejack close to
hi msel f, buddy- buddy-1Ii ke.

( CONTI NUED)
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APPLEJACK
Well, actually, ny kin's got their
own fryer.

PINKIE PI E

And so do M. and Ms. Cake.

GREASE JOCKEY
Ch, | see howit is. Forget |I said
anyt hi ng, then.
(aside to hinself)
Just forget all about ol’ Jock’.

A single tear slides down his face as a sad jingle
pl ays. W nove over to the other end of the stands, where
Rai nbow Dash and Fluttershy are checking out the ganes.

Fluttershy is up to bat at a 'knock over the bottles’
ganme. She picks up the ball with her nouth, but drops it on
t he counter.

FLUTTERSHY
Your turn.

RAI NBOW DASH
No, it’s still your turn.

FLUTTERSHY
Oh, do | get to throwit tw ce?

Fluttershy picks up the ball again and does a w nd-up, only
to throw it no further than when she dropped it.

FLUTTERSHY
Now is it your turn?

Rai nbow Dash face- pal ns.

TWLIGHT (O.S.)
Hey Dash, take a | ook at this!

Rai nbow Dash wal ks over to where Twilight is.

We cut to Twilight and Rai nbow Dash checking out a pair of
Skee Bal | machi nes.

TW LI GHT
This was always ny favorite gane as
afilly.
(rmodest)

| guess you could say that |'m
quite the pro at it.

( CONTI NUED)
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RAI NBOW DASH
Hey, you're talking to the pro of
pros here. Check this out!

Rai nbow Dash grabs three Skee balls and juggles them before
throwing the first: a curve ball that flies perfectly into
the center hole of the board. She bounces the second bal
of f the ground and then kicks into the center hole.

She dribbles the final ball on her head before headbutting
it in the opposite direction of the board. W see the bal
ri cochet off of everything nearby. The ball plows clean

t hrough a TEN GALLON HAT along the way; it ricochets off
anot her wal |, knocking down the bottles that Fluttershy was
trying to hit.

The ball finally nmakes its way back to the board. It
circles around the center hole. Drumroll. The |ast bal
ends up slipping and rolling into the hole just beneath the
center. Twilight smrks at Rai nbow Dash

RAI NBOW DASH
Oh, like you can do better.

TW LI GHT
d adly.

W see Twilight Iine up her three balls at the bottom of the
board. She carefully nmakes sure that they're all in a neat
row, then carefully plans the potential angle of

trajectory. Rainbow Dash pouts with inpatience.

Twi | i ght readies her horn, then hits the three balls like a
pool cue. The three balls all roll in unison into the
center hole. Tickets pour out of the machi ne.

RAI NBOW DASH
Yeah, well, ny way | ooked cool er.
TW LI GHT

It’s not a conpetition,
Dash. Well, maybe the gane part
was, but not the |ooking cool part.

RAI NBOW DASH
Hey, winning’ s only the second best
thing inlife. First is pleasing
your fans, i.e. don’t be boring!

W LD SLIDE, a pale pegasus wearing the inpaled ten gallon
hat fromearlier, walks up to Dash and Twilight. He's

m ddl e- aged and sounds uneducated, yet still seens endowed
with a strength and wi sdom of sorts; a living | egend.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LD SLI DE
Now there’s a sense of
sportsmanship | can get behind.

TW LI GHT
Ch, thank you, sir.
W LD SLI DE
| was tal king about your friend,

actual ly.

RAI NBOW DASH
See, this guy knows what |’ m
tal ki ng about .

W LD SLI DE
Say, you're that filly from
Cl oudsdal e, ain’t ya? The one who
pul l ed off the sonic rai nboom and
saved ny boys’ flanks at that ’Best
Young Flyer’ conpetition?

TW LI GHT
Your ' boys’?

Rai nbow Dash | ooks conpl et ely dunbfounded.

TW LI GHT
Uh, Dash? Hell-0?

RAI NBOW DASH
Y-y-you're... y-you're-

W LD SLI DE
Oh, where are ny nmanners? Nane’s
Torque Tailslide. Maybe y'all’ve
heard a nme?

TW LI GHT
Sorry, the nane doesn’'t ring a
bel I .

RAI NBOW DASH
Are you kidding?! He's The WIld
Slide! - the old manager of the
Wonderbolts! He’'s the one who
si ngl e- hoof edl y brought the team
into its gol den age; before then
they were only nostly awesone!

W LD SLI DE
(aside to Twilight)
Ain't it great when other ponies do
your PR work for ya?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

(clears throat)
That’ s right, but that was a
lifetinme ago. The Winderbolts are
big colts now they don’t need ol
Torque to take care of
"em Nowadays | just run the
amateur circuit: gotta give the
younger crowd a chance, you
follow? Once this fair noves on,
| m gonna be hosting Equestrian
d adiators right where I'm

standi ng; maybe y’ all have heard of
it?

Rai nbow Dash covers Twilight’s nouth before she can answer.

RAI NBOW DASH
O course we havel!

W LD SLI DE
It’s been a nice enough
gig. Ponyville s a bit |acking
when it cones to conpetitors,

though. 1t’'d be nice to have
sonepony who can wow t he
audi ence. | imagine that woul dn’t

be too hard for a talented young
| ady such has yoursel f?

Rai nbow Dash is speechl ess.

TW LI GHT

(dryly) _
Oh, trust ne, she won’'t m nd.

W LD SLI DE
Wonderful . Just renenber to bring
protective gear.

TW LI GHT
Protective gear?
W LD SLI DE
Strictly a precaution, little
lady. Last year we had a little
in

i ncident involving a certa
pegasus, who shall remain nanel ess.

WIld Slide | ooks past Twilight. The canera zoons in on

Der py Hooves, who's holding a towel as Rarity is rinsing her
hair at a drinking fountain.

( CONTI NUED)
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Derpy i medi ately turns her head in Slide s direction and
her eyes slowly un-cross thensel ves so she can stare back at
him She raises one of her wings and waves it at him He
turns away and shudders as Twilight is trying to figure out
what he was | ooking at.

W LD SLI DE
(regai ni ng conposure)
Uh, anywho, the conpetition starts
in two days. Hope to see y’al
there. ©Ch, and one nore thing-

WIld Slide huddles in close to Rai nbow Dash and wal ks her
away from Twi | i ght

W LD SLI DE
(whi speri ng)
Don't tell nopony, but I’ve been
fixin to unveil a secret little
project of mne, and if you re half
as good as everypony says, then
you' d be perfect to help ne out.

RAI NBOW DASH
(spazzi ng out)
You? Want ne? The colt who put
the "Wonder’ in the Whnderbolts
wants ME? | nean, | know it’s not
like I"’mjoining the Wohnderbolts or
anything, but still! O course!

W LD SLI DE
Well, you are right about one
thing, Mssy. Wat |I'mcookin up
i s gonna be big, but not
"Wonder bol ts’ big..
(quietly in Dash’s ear)
...t Il be better.

RAI NBOW DASH
(tiny squeak)
Better?

Sl i de shushes her and nods.

W LD SLI DE
Vll, I’msure you' ve got a lot to
t hi nk about. Just be sure to stick
around after the conpetition.
(tipping his hat)
Ladi es.

Exit WId Slide. Twlight catches up with Rai nbow Dash.

( CONTI NUED)
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TW LI GHT
VWl l, he seened nice. So what was
that |ast thing he said?

Rai nbow Dash faints.

I NT. SABINO S SPORTS - THE NEXT MORNI NG

W bl eed into Dash’s head pressed against a glass case in a
sports shop. She’s |ooking at a mannequin wearing a fancy
athletic outfit |ike what the Wonderbolts wear: sleek and
formfitting, but also with protection for the head and
knees. It was nade just for her. She lets out a

sigh. Next to her is Twilight, carrying an old f oot bal

hel net .

RAI NBOW DASH
Somet hi ng bi gger than the
Wonderbolts. |If anypony else told
me that, I'd tell themto take a
hi ke, like those | ane Shadowbolts.
(mesneri zed)
But when 'The Slide’ says it, it’'s

like... finding out there's a
nunber bigger than a mllion.
TW LI GHT
There is: it’s called a
m | |ion-and-one.
RAI NBOW DASH
(trailing off)
A mllion-and-one... sounds great.
TW LI GHT

Looks |li ke that’'s al nbst how nuch
t hat getup costs.

RAI NBOW DASH
(back to reality)
Hey, what’'s with the headpi ece?

TW LI GHT
(hol di ng up hel net)
Oh, this is what | got with the
tickets | won fromthe fair.

RAI NBOW DASH

(j esting)
What, they didn't have any books?

( CONTI NUED)
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TW LI GHT
(genui ne di sappoi nt nent)
No, they didn't.
(beat)
Anyway, | figured maybe you’ d want
this.

Twi light offers the helnet to Dash, who pushes it back.

RAI NBOW DASH
Thanks, but |’ m gonna need the
| atest gear to win. |It’s all about

speed; that thing s too bul ky.
(maki ng poses)
Cotta be sleek, gotta be snooth.

TW LI GHT
Ok, Speedy, |I'Il just see what the
clerk will give nme for it, then.

RAI NBOW DASH
Don't let himbull rush you: that
thing's worth ten bits easy.

TW LI GHT
Thanks, 'l keep that in m nd.

RAI NBOW DASH
You need the extra cash or
somet hi ng?

TW LI GHT
Oh no; | receive a generous stipend
fromthe Princess for
research. | just don't want this

thing taking up space, that's all

RAI NBOW DASH
Wait, hold the phone; you get paid
to hang out with friends and wite
| etters about it?

TW LI GHT
| guess | hadn’t thought of it that
way before, but yeah, | suppose
so. O course, | also help out
with the library. Wat do you do?

RAI NBOW DASH
| nmove the clouds, renenber?

( CONTI NUED)
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TW LI GHT
Year-round? All by yourself?

RAI NBOW DASH
(braggi ng)
The Mayor pays nme top dollar to
keep the skies clear, and doing it
sol o neans nopony el se takes a cut
of the pie. Don’t you worry about
me: this pony is gettin’ paid.

I NT. MAYOR S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Di ssol ve i nto Rai nbow Dash in the MAYOR s offi ce.

RAI NBOW DASH
VWhat ?!

MAYOR
" msorry, you nmust not have gotten
the nmenop. Your services won’'t be
needed today, or this week.

RAI NBOW DASH

Wha- Why not ?
MAYOR
Well, a certain delivery pegasus,

who shal |l remain nanel ess,

m spl aced the | atest shipnent of
dust and dew for C oudsdal e’ s cl oud
factory. You know what that neans:
clear skies for the rest of the
week. Sorry to rain on your parade,
but at least it won't be raining on
anypony else’'s. If that’ll be al
then, well, one of us has to get
back to work. Enjoy your week off-

The Mayor pushes Dash out and sl ans the door
shut. Beat. She opens it again.

MAYOR
-w t hout pay, of course.

The Mayor shuts the door again. Dash | ooks incredul ous.

FADE TO BLACK



13.

ACT TWO

EXT. MAYOR S OFFI CE - DAY

RAI NBOW DASH (O S.)
Mayor! Mayor! Come quick, you
gotta see this!

The Mayor pokes her head out of the window. The canera pans
up to Rai nbow Dash wwestling with Fluttershy, who's in a
crappy storm cl oud costune. Dash gets her in a headl ock.

RAI NBOW DASH
This big storm cloud showed
up! Don’'t worry, I'Il save
Ponyvi | | e!

FLUTTERSHY
(timdly)
Not on ny watch. Girrr.

The Mayor’s w ndow sl ans shut.

FLUTTERSHY
(to Dash)
Ddit work?
RAI NBOW DASH
What do you think?
FLUTTERSHY
Un.. oh, I'"'mno good at

these. Can you give ne a hint?

Rai nbow Dash drops Fl uttershy.

| NT. SUGAR CUBE CORNER - DAY

Appl ej ack and Pinkie Pie are hard at work making fried
caranel apples. The two are a well-oiled assenbly
line. Enter Rainbow Dash.

RAI NBOW DASH
Hey guys. \What’'s up?

PINKI E PI E
Ch, we’re naking-

RAI NBOW DASH
(feigning al oof ness)
-yeah yeah, that’s great. Say,
|”ve got sonme tine to kill, and |
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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RAI NBOW DASH (cont’ d)
was wondering if there was any
heavy lifting that needs to get
done around here.

APPLEJACK
Well, we could always use anot her
taste tester.

Appl ej ack pulls an apple out of the fryer.

RAI NBOW DASH
That’s it? Wy don't you taste
it? You ve got taste buds.

PINKIE PI E
Not anynor e!

Pinkie Pie sticks out her tongue, which is wapped in a
tourniquet. Pinkie Pie | ooks at Applejack, who al so sticks
out her tongue: it’s wapped in a tourniquet as well.

RAI NBOW DASH

(flat)
Real | y?
APPLEJACK
It’s just so tenpting to eat enm in
ajiffy.

RAI NBOW DASH
Well, a bit’s a bit, | guess. Hit
me with your best shot!

Appl ej ack of fers Rai nbow Dash the apple, but pulls it away
as she’s about to take a bite.

APPLEJACK
Hold on, y'all gotta let it cool.

RAI NBOW DASH
(beat)
Ok, it’'s cooled off.

Dash keeps trying to bite and Jack keeps taking it away.

APPLEJACK
Wai t,
(Dash bites)
wai t .
(Dash bites)
Dangit Dash, hold yer-hold yer..
oh, whatever the expression

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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APPLEJACK (cont’ d)
is. Just let it sit for two
seconds!

Rai nbow Dash waits for exactly two seconds. Chonp. She
savors it for a nonent before her cheeks turn red and she
spits it out.

APPLEJACK
| warned ya.

RAI NBOW DASH
Yeah, yeah. It was alright, when
it wasn’t burning ny nouth, anyway.

PINKI E PI E

(to Appl ej ack)
That’ s what |’ ve been telling youl

RAI NBOW DASH
Now can | just take my pay and go?
APPLEJACK
Pay? You didn’'t say nothin’ about
no pay.
PINKI E PI E

| guess we could pay you with a
free appl e.

Rai nbow Dash | ets out a pained sigh before reluctantly
t aki ng the appl e.

RAI NBOW DASH
(sarcastically)
Geat, this'Il really help ne out
on Equestrian d adi ators.

PINKIE Pl E
Qoh, | love that show [|’ve never
heard of it before, but if you're
init then it nust be good!

APPLEJACK
Say, you don’t think you could put
in a good word for us at the
concessions office, could ya?

RAI NBOW DASH
What?! |’ m not the one who's
supposed to be hel ping you with
your crippling noney problens,
you’' re supposed to hel pi ng ne-

( CONTI NUED)
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AJ and Pinkie Pie give Dash a puzzled | ook.

RAI NBOW DASH
(backpedal i ng)
-1 nmean, uh, 1'lIl see what | can

do. GCotta go!
Rai nbow Dash flies out of the bakery.

APPLEJACK
Wel | that was plum odd.

PINKI E PI E
You know what they say: in every
group of friends there's always a
crazy one. | guess it’s Dash.

Appl ej ack gives Pinkie Pie a very annoyed | ook.

PINKIE PI E
(concer ned)
It’s kind of sad, really. Most of
the tinme they don’'t even know it.

APPLEJACK

(si ghi ng)
You’' ve no i dea.

| NT. CAROUSEL BOQUTI QUE - DAY

W& see Rai nbow Dash sl unped over a table of fabric, bored to
tears. Rarity is at her sewing machine, in the mddle of a
| ecture: she’s just finished threading the nmachine.

RARI TY
...you pull both the threads until
they're taut, then you' re all set.

RAI NBOW DASH
And that’'s all it takes to sew?

RARI TY
Oh ny heavens, no! That’'s just how
you thread the machine. W haven’'t
even gotten started on sew ng yet!

RAI NBOW DASH
(gr oani ng)
Vell, at least now | know why that
stupid suit costs so nuch!

Rai nbow Dash ki cks over some fabric. W pan over to SPIKE,
who was apparently also listening to Rarity’s | ecture.

( CONTI NUED)
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SPI KE
Well, | guess sonme of us just
aren’t manly enough to get in
touch with our fem nine
side. How s this?

Spi ke holds up a frilly enbroidery of Rarity set within a
pink heart. Rarity takes a close |look at it.

RARI TY
(warm ng up)
Hmm .. | think sonmeone’s ready to
start using the glitter!

Spi ke squeals with giddy delight as Ra

rity hands hima jar
of glitter. Rainbow Dash |eaves in a huff.

I NT. ZECORA' S HOUSE - DAY

There’'s a knock on ZECORA' s door and a tired Rai nbow Dash at
her door.

RAI NBOW DASH
(exhaust ed)
Pl ea- pl ease, tell nme you ve got
work that needs to be
done. Sonet hi ng qui ck.

Rai nbow Dash col | apses on ZECORA' s front porch

RAI NBOW DASH
(monmentarily reviving)
Oh, and sonet hing that pays good.

ZECORA
Vell then, ny friend, you are in
luck. You ve found the right place

to make a quick buck. In
Ponyville, you nust journey to the
store. Food and supplies |I'Il need,
and naybe sonething nore. |’'m

planning a trip to nmy honeland in
all due tinme, so please, make haste
before I flub ny next rhyne.

RAI NBOW DASH
That's perfect! Just tell ne what
you need.

Zecora wal ks over to her table, which has an orange skin
| ayi ng about.

( CONTI NUED)
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ZECORA
Just a nmonent, | need to throw out
this old orange. Now, what | need
you to buy is...

A | ook of horror awakens on Zecora's face.

ZECORA
Ch no. ..

RAI NBOW DASH
What ? What’'s the hold up?

ZECORA
(retracing her words)
"...throwout this old
orange. Now, what | need you to
buy...’ is some porridge? No...

Zecora becones flustered and curses in her native tongue.
RAI NBOW DASH
What’s the big deal? Can’t you
just, you know, not rhyne for once?

Zecora gives Dash a dirty | ook, |ike she just bl asphened.

EXT. ZECORA' S HOUSE - DAY
Cue Dash bei ng kicked out of Zecora s house; the door sl ans.
RAI NBOW DASH
UUUUGGGGGEEHHHH! T Great.  Just
great. That only | eaves..

| NT. PONYVI LLE LI BRARY - EVEN NG

RAI NBOW DASH
... Twilight.

TWLIGHT (O S.)
Oh, hey Dash

We see Rai nbow Dash in the main foyer of the Ponyville
library. Twlight descends fromher |oft to greet her.

TW LI GHT
What brings you here?

( CONTI NUED)
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RAI NBOW DASH
Ch, I...
(1 ooks around)
.uh...just wanted to hang out?
TW LI GHT
Well isn't this a nice surprise?
(jestingly)

Sure you don’t want to see who can
lift the nost books or do the nost
| aps around the roonf?

Twi | i ght chuckles at her own joke before stiffening up.

TW LI GHT
(formally)
But in all seriousness, that woul d
be agai nst the rules, so please
don’t do that.

RAI NBOW DASH
Yeah, sure thing, so anyway-

Twi | i ght covers Rai nbow Dash’s nouth and sternly shushes
her .

TW LI GHT
Tut, tut, tut. No talking during
Li brary hours. Let’s chat up in ny
room
(trying to sound cool)
Up there, anything goes.

Twi | i ght and Rai nbow Dash head upstairs.
RAI NBOW DASH
(nmuttering)
This is hopel ess. ..

Twi | i ght shushes Rai nbow Dash agai n.

I NT. TWLIGHT S ROOM - EVEN NG

Twi light quickly sets up a table spread with two cups of tea
in a very procedural and efficient manner. They sit down.

TW LI GHT
So, tonorrow s the big day.

RAI NBOW DASH
It is?

( CONTI NUED)
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TW LI GHT
(between sips of tea)
Equestrian d adi ators, renenber?

RAI NBOW DASH
O oh, yeah. You' re gonna be there,
right? The Dash never di sappoints

her fans.

TW LI GHT
O course | will, "The" Dash.
still owe you for the helnet: it

fetched a pretty haypenny.

RAI NBOW DASH
Real | y?

Dash chugs her cup like a shot glass and swi shes the tea
around in her nouth.

TW LI GHT
Yeah. | was worried the clerk
woul dn’t take it: some thoughtless
pony’ s signature was on the back of
it, but I guess he didn't see it.

Rai nbow Dash does a spit take upward, but with her quick
refl exes manages to catch every drop in her cup.

TW LI GHT
| never knew | was such a shrewd
busi ness-mare. Wl |, the shop’s

stuck with it now. This pony
doesn’'t take returns - besides
books, of course.

Dash | ooks |ike she’s about to explode in frustration, but
keeps it together.

RAI NBOW DASH
(passi ve- aggressi vel y)
Ch, good for you.

TW LI GHT
Thanks again for letting nme keep it
inthe first place. You know, this
was the first year anypony’s ever
given nme a run for my noney at
Skeebal |

RAI NBOW DASH

It was nothing. Just nake sure you
don’t let those skills go to waste.

( CONTI NUED)
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TW LI GHT
| can always count on you to keep
me on ny hooves, eh Dash?

They both share a chuckle. The doorbell rings.

TW LI GHT
Ah, a custoner. Back in a jiffy.

RAI NBOW DASH
"1l clean up.

Exit Twilight. Dash pulls the tablecloth cleanly out from
under the tea set. She folds it quickly and finds a
cupboard to shove it in.

| nsi de the cupboard she finds a SACK from Sabi no’s Sports
filled with MONEY, presumably from Twilight's sale. Dash
exam nes the sack: she’s tenpted to take it, but backs off.

RAI NBOW DASH
(to hersel f)
Conme on, Rainbow, there’'s gotta be
anot her way.

She ponders the situation a bit.

RAI NBOW DASH ( CONT. )
Then again, Twilight was going to
give ne the hel net anyway, and this
cash is worth just as nuch. It’s
the transitive property at worKk!

She picks up the sack, then recoils.

RAI NBOW DASH
No, no, can't let the math foa
you. Focus, Rainbow, focus. Keep
your eyes on the prize...

She gazes at the nmoney |ongingly before | ooking away.

RAI NBOW DASH
Not that prize, you dolt!
(beat; rationalizing)
Hey, wait. |’ mgonna w n back al
of the noney that | spend anyway,
soreally "'monly borrowing it!

Dash bunches up the table cloth to make it ook |ike a
sim | ar bag, which she replaces the sack with. She closes
the drawer and hides the real sack behi nd her w ngs.
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| NT. PONYVI LLE LI BRARY - SECONDS LATER

Twilight is busy getting a hefty book for Zecora. Rainbow
Dash, com ng down the stairs, tries to sneak past them

TW LI GHT
Huh, | didn’t know they even nade
rhym ng dictionaries. Well, here

you go Zecor a.

Zecora takes the book and gives another dirty | ook to
Rai nbow Dash on her way out.

TW LI GHT
(to Rai nbow Dash)
Ch, there you are.

Rai nbow Dash rai ses her wings and turns around in order to
better hide the sack behind her back.

RAI NBOW DASH
(nervous)
Oh, hey.
TW LI GHT

Are you taking off already?

RAI NBOW DASH
Well, you know how it is. Cotta
get ny rest for the big day.

TW LI GHT
|’1l see you there, OK?

RAI NBOW DASH
Yep. And renenber, the Dash
doesn’ t di sappoi nt!

Twi | i ght heads upstairs and Rai nbow Dash hurries out the
door before sighing in relief. She |ooks at her ill-gotten
gains and a smle spreads across her face.

FADE TO BLACK
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ACT THREE

| NT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM STANDS - NI GHT

The stadiumis lit Iike a rave, with an el aborate OBSTACLE
COURSE in the mddle. The crowd is packed with rowdy colts
and fillies. Rarity and Fluttershy are seated together in
the stands. Rarity is overdressed and brandi shing a pair of
opera gl asses. Fluttershy is sporting face paint.

RARI TY
Have you heard anything from
Twilight? |If she doesn’'t show up
soon she’ Il mss the whol e event.

A particularly large and unkenpt colt sits down behind
Rarity, dropping popcorn all over her.

RARI TY
(dry and nortified)
Her | oss, | suppose.
FLUTTERSHY
(drowned out by the crowd)
She shoul d be here soon, | hope.

| NT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM OBSTACLE COURSE - NI GHT

We cut to Rai nbow Dash, who’s in the mddle of her fina
trial. She’'s flying toward the last stretch. W hear a
commentator’s voi ce over the stadi um speakers.

JOHN MANEN (O S.)
Qur chal I enger has conquered the
Rolling Barrel and the Barrel

Roll! There's only one stage left,
which is to say it’s the
last. It’s the one with the sw ng

and the slide: the Swing and Sli de!

Cue audi ence gasp. Dash | ooks over at the event: it’'s a big
chasm There’s a rope dangling near her end and a zipline
that begins in the mddle and leads to the finish |ine.

RAI NBOW DASH
Pfft, that's it?

JOHN MANEN (O S.)
Now remenber, you got your rope
here and your zipline there and you
gotta use themboth to cross;

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN MANEN (O ' S.) (cont’d)
that’s why they call it the sw ng
and slide. Letting go of the
zipline before the finish is nost
likely - | say nost likely going
to be a definite disqualification

RAI NBOW DASH
What ever; still a piece of cake.

The crowd is silent. Dash grabs the rope with her teeth and
swi ngs back and forth, building nonentum She flips high
into the air, maneuvering |like an A ynpic diver as she free
falls. Feeling on top of the world, she |ooks into the
crowd and sees her friends.

| NT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM STANDS - NI GHT

From Rai nbow Dash’s POV, we see Rarity and Fluttershy
silently cheering her on. Twilight, with frazzled hair and
bags under her eyes, enters the stands and approaches them

Rarity greets her, but is repelled by her

appearance. Tw light says a few words and Rarity reacts
with further shock. Twlight seens to ask t hem sonet hing,
and they both point in Rainbow Dash’s direction (i.e. the
viewer). Twilight then looks in that direction as well.

| NT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM OBSTACLE COURSE -
SI MULTANEQUS

Dash freaks out before renenbering to reach for the zipline
bars. She’'s caught off guard by the abrupt halt in her
fall. She barely manages to keep one hoof on the bars. Qut
of instinct she pulls herself up and clings to the bars with
all fours. Just to be safe, she even ties her tail around

t he handl es as wel | .

Dash | ooks relieved as she starts noving down the zipline
before the ride conmes to a sudden halt; Dash falls. Her
hooves slip off entirely and she’s left dangling only be her
tail. The crowd gasps. Dash |ooks up to see that this is
no ordinary zipline: it’s vertically zig-zagged! The
handl es are caught at the bottomof the first "hill’.

JOHN MANEN (O S.)
Qoh, | ooks |ike sonmepony forgot to
tell her about the first hurdle
there in the hurdl ed zipline.
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| NT. ANNOUNCER S BOOTH - SI MULTANEQUS

W cut to a closeup of a glass pane with a nmarker doodl e of
a pegasus hangi ng upsi de-down. The pegasus has a gi ant

wei ght hanging fromits back and there’s a doodl e of a bunny
in the corner. W see a SILVER HOOF pointing to the various
conponents of the draw ng.

JOHN MANEN (O S.)
For you unicorns and earth ponies
out there keeping score, a pegasus
can't fly while it’s
upsi de-down. So it’'s probably safe
to say that there isn't a good
chance of seeing her fly her way
out of this. Those wings are only
extra weight, | can probably
definitely conjecture, nmaybe. Onh,
and | al so drew a bunny because,
hey, who doesn’t |ike bunnies?

We pan out to see JOHN MANEN: a portly, silver colt wearing
a headset and holding a fried caranel apple. W also see
that he doodl ed that diagramon the inside of the announcer
booth’s wi ndow, he tries to rub it off to no avail.

JOHN MANEN
| m gonna go out on a |inb and say
this m ght be permanent narker.

| NT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM OBSTACLE COURSE -
SI MULTANEQUS

Pani c begins to set in for Dash. The clock is ticking. She
tries to maintain her balance. She gets an idea.

JOHN MANEN (O S.)
Wait, she’s trying sonething,
fol ks! Personally, I would |let go:
| ess stress on the tail hairs.

Dash starts swi nging back and forth with her tail, just Iike
with the rope earlier, only this tine she flaps her wings to
add to her own nonmentum

JOHN MANEN (O S.)
Wait. ..
(Dash swi ngs higher)
Wi t!

Dash swings all the way above the handles, her tail stil

tied toit. No |onger upside-down, she can finally fly
properly now, which she gladly does.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN MANEN (O S.)
She’s got it! Yes!!

Rai nbow Dash cuts | oose; she flies as fast as she can while
pul ling the zipline handl es behind her. She matches the
hectic path of the Iine exactly, leaving a streak of fire.

She and the finish line vanish in a flam ng rai nboom Wen

the snoke clears, Dash is nowhere to be seen. 1In the wall
past the finish line, there’s a hole and a rai nbow col ored
tail hanging out, still tied to the handl ebars. Dash pokes

her head out of the rubble and the crowd cheers.

Dash | ooks into the stands to see Rarity and Fluttershy
cheering. Tw light nmanages a weak sm | e before whispering
sonething into Rarity’'s ear. Wth that, the three of them
get up and exit the stands as everypony else is giving a
standi ng ovation. Dash is crestfallen.

| NT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM CONCESSI ON STANDS - NI GHT

Twilight, Rarity and Fluttershy meet up with Applejack and
Pinkie Pie, who are running a fried caranel apple stand.

Dash hangs back, unsure of whether or not to approach

them One of her wings is in a sling and the rest of her is
pretty banged up too. Next to her is a big trophy filled
with noney. Twlight, still |ooking frazzled, sees Dash.

TW LI GHT
There she i sl

The five fillies crowd around Dash, who gets
nervous. Appl ejack breaks the ice by patting Dash hard on
t he back.

APPLEJACK
Fromthe | ook of you I’'d say you
put on a darn good show.

RAI NBOW DASH
(trying to hide the pain)
Ha, this is nothing. You should
see what | did to the course!

PINKIE PI E
Ch, did you crash alot? | bet you
taught that nean ol’ course a
| esson - with your face!

( CONTI NUED)
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RARI TY
Pinkie Pie, don't insult the poor
girl. She performed gracefully,

which is an acconplishnent for a
pony |i ke her.

TW LI GHT

(dryly)
Yeah, Rarity, that sounded nuch
ni cer than what Pinkie Pie said.

FLUTTERSHY
Un what we’'re trying to say is,
good j ob, Dash.

RAI NBOW DASH
Wait, so you're not mad at ne?

TW LI GHT
Mad? Why woul d we be nad?

RAI NBOW DASH
Uh, I-1 saw you wal k out
early. What was up with that?

TW LI GHT
(evasi ve)
Oh, that. Sorry; it wasn't because
of you or anything, trust ne. 1'm
really, really sorry that | was
late too, | just...

Twi light sways a bit before Rarity hel ps her up.

RARI TY
Ch ny. We should really head back
to our seats: you' |l feel better.

TW LI GHT

(weary)

| guess. Sorry everypony, |’mjust
tired, that’'s all. [It’s been a
long day. [I’'Il tell you about it

| ater, Dash. Congrats again.

Rarity and Fluttershy wal k out with Twilight.

APPLEJACK
(sotto to Pinkie Pie)
Could ya’'ll watch the stand for a

m nut e?

Appl ej ack wal ks up to Rai nbow Dash.

( CONTI NUED)
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APPLEJACK
| figure you wanna know what’s
going on with Tw ?

RAI NBOW DASH
Yeah, what's the deal ?

APPLEJACK
Vel l ..
(beat, serious)
... Twilight was robbed.

RAI NBOW DASH
(appr ehensi ve)
VWhat? That’'s awful! Uh, any idea
who did it?

APPLEJACK
No clue. The perp nmade off with
darn near everything she had, too.

RAI NBOW DASH
(legitimtely surprised)
Wait, everything?

APPLEJACK
Vell, all her noney, anyway. She
put it all in this fancy bag,
see. She thought it’d be less
' conspi cuous’ than a piggy
bank. That’s Twi for ya: always
trying to be clever. Poor thing.

Dash shows concern before toughing up.

RAI NBOW DASH
No worries, |I'll take care of it.

Rai nbow Dash hands her trophy and noney to AJ.

RAI NBOW DASH
Gve this to Twlight for nme: tell
her | don’t want to see a haypenny
of it paid back, got it?

APPLEJACK
(stunned)
That’s m ghty kind of you, Dash,
m ghty kind. Twi’s lucky to have
you for a friend.

( CONTI NUED)
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RAI NBOW DASH
(relieved)
| " mjust glad we’ve got this whole
t hi ng squared away now.

APPLEJACK
Hold on now, it ain't that easy.

Cue shock from Dash

APPLEJACK ( CONT' D)
You’ ve done nore than your fair
share, don’t get me wong, but this
ain"t only about the noney. You
saw how Twi | ooked.

RAI NBOW DASH
(renorseful)
Yeah, | did.
APPLEJACK
You' re lucky you didn't see her
this norning. | don't think I’ ve

ever seen a pony so scared out of
her wits, and if there’ s one thing
TwW s got plenty of, it’s

wits. She practically tore apart
the library just trying to find her
ticket for tonight - the perp
didn’t take that, at |east.

RAI NBOW DASH
Wiy woul d she care about that?

APPLEJACK
She didn’t want to m ss your big
day. That’s Tw for ya: always
t hi nki ng about everypony
else. She's a real friend, just
i ke you.

This hits Dash the hardest. Applejack starts dragging the
trophy back to her stand.

APPLEJACK
Sorry to unload all that on you,
but | figured you d want to know.
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| NT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM STACGE - NI GHT

Rai nbow Dash is standing front and center on stage. The
ot her contestants are far behind her, bruised and
battered. Cue the entrance of WIld Slide, on nmc.

W LD SLI DE
Boy howdy, what a night. Let’s
give a big hoof for all of our
partici pants, and especially our
wi nner: Rai nbow Dash.

Appl ause.

W LD SLI DE ( CONT’ D)
But now | have an
announcenent: It’'s been two years
since ny retirement fromthe world
of professional flying, and tonight
t hose two years are over

The crowd starts to stir.

W LD SLI DE ( CONT’ D)
| pronmise that, conme this tine next
year, Equestria will have a new
teamat the top of the flyers’
circuit, with yours truly at the
helm And this new teamw || be
called... the Thunderbolts!

On cue, a shroud behind Wld Slide is pulled away to revea
a teaminsignia: simlar to the Whnderbolts | ogo, but nore
"extrene’ -l ooking. The crowd really begins to heat up.

W LD SLI DE
Finally, 1'd like to announce ny
first pick for the teanis upcom ng
tryouts. This pony's fresh out of
the gate: an unknown in the big
| eagues, even if she did save the
col l ective flanks of that other
flyer team Gve it up for our
chanpi on

WIld Slide notions toward Dash. The crowd roars. Dash i s
on the verge of fainting again.

W LD SLI DE
O course, that’'s if she’s up to
it. Cone on, let’s have a word!

A mc is held up to Rai nbow Dash. She's ecstati c.

( CONTI NUED)
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RAI NBOW DASH
(raving)
Absol utely, positively, and w t hout
guestion - YES!!

She sees the faces of all the ponies she knows from
Ponyville in the crowd cheering her on.

RAI NBOW DASH ( CONT. )
Thank you, thank you all
(feigning humlity)

| don’t deserve fans |ike you.

Her friends are all glowing. Twlight still |ooks like
hell, but even she’s glad. At first this bol sters Rai nbow
Dash’s confidence, but she quickly turns sonber

RAI NBOW DASH ( CONT. )
(genui nel y)
| don’t deserve any of this. 1...
| can’t do it.

W see the crowd. The ponies that had cheered her before
now seem confused, even horrified.

RAI NBOW DASH ( CONT. )
The only reason | even made it this
far was because of ny friend,
Twi | i ght Sparkle.

W LD SLI DE
(trying to save face)
Now now, no need to be nobdest.
(under his breath)
Cone on, don’t blow this for ne!

RAI NBOW DASH
| wouldn’t be here if it weren't
for her. Twilight's noney paid for
my entry fee and all this cool
gear, only she didn't know that it
did - that's because | took it.

The crowd gasps. Applejack | ooks angry, Rarity is shocked,
Fluttershy | ook worried, Pinkie Pie is fl abbergasted, and
Twi | ight just |ooks disappointed.

RAI NBOW DASH ( CONT. )
(tearing up)
You' || just have to nmake sone ot her
pony’ s dream cone true.

Rai nbow Dash | eaves the stadiumin shanme and the crowd
begins to grow unruly. WId Slide wal ks away fromthe mc.

( CONTI NUED)
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W LD SLI DE

(to hinself and his staff)
That little foal snubbed
me! Nopony snubs Torque Tail slide!

(to one of his cronies)
You! Get ne that other big shot
rookie: Ginda, or Glda, or
Gizel da, or whatever her nane
was! If we can’'t psyche out the
Wonderbrats with the pony who saved
their hides, then we’ll just have
to beat em the ol d-fashioned way!

EXT. EQUESTRI AN GLADI ATORS STADI UM - NI GHT

Rai nbow Dash is by her |onesone under the noonlight. She's
nmoping in silence; a ways away her friends | ook on.

APPLEJACK
| knew sonet hi ng was goi ng on.

RARI TY
She’ s al ready given back the
noney. Hasn't she suffered enough?

APPLEJACK
This ain’t about the noney. Trust
can’'t be repaid so easily.

PINKIE Pl E
(downt r odden)
And you know what they say: |osing
a friend s trust is the quickest
way to |l ose a friend-
(choki ng up)

-forever.

RARI TY
It isnt going to cone to that, is
it?

Everyone, including Appl ej ack, takes pause at the idea.

FLUTTERSHY
| don’t know if | can stand seeing
Rai nbow Dash | ose the only two
t hi ngs she cares about in one
ni ght.

APPLEJACK
And what woul d t hose woul d be?

( CONTI NUED)
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FLUTTERSHY
W nni ng and pl easi ng her fans.

The ponies | ook at each ot her.

APPLEJACK
| m guessi ng we’re about the only
fans she still has at this point.

Twi | i ght ponders this. She | ooks over at Dash: a sil houette
agai nst the nmoon. Twilight approaches Dash, and the two
begin to have an inaudi bl e conversation. Begin the closing
narrati on.

TWLIGHT (V.0)
Dear Princess Celestia: This letter
was goi ng to be about the val ue of
trust and honesty when it comes to
friendship. Both of these things
are essential to have in any
friend, but today |’ ve |earned
somet hi ng even nore val uabl e.

Twi i ght and Dash continue to talk. Dash begins to slouch
| ess, stand tall, and eventually act |ike her old self
again. Twlight also seens to |loosen up a bit.

TW LI GHT ( CONT’ D)
My friends and | are very
| ucky. Every day we get paid to do
what we’ ve al ways dreanmed of. But

one pony anong us is still trying
to make her dream cone true, and
she still has a long way to go.

Rarity, Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy and AJ wal k over to them

TW LI GHT ( CONT’ D)

In spite of that, | still feel that
we’'re both | ucky, because even when
things don’t turn out how we want,
at the end of the day we still have
each other. | was afraid that I
had | ost that today, but instead |
saw j ust how nuch she’s willing to
give up for me. Now |l feel like

t he | ucki est pony of all, because
Rai nbow Dash is still my friend.

The mane six all start to wal k hone together.
FADE OUT.
ROLL CREDI TS.



