A Young Pony’s Guide To Dating
(EsperDerek’s Note: When I first started writing Midnight and Shimmer’s Guide to Dating, I knew that one of the plot points would be that Midnight would be equipped with a terrible guide to dating to try and help her along the way. When I mentioned this to the fine ponies of the Giantitp ponythread, well, they quite readily volunteered as much terrible information as possible. While I only used a few in the story, and altered a few to make them fit, I thought it would be a waste to lose all that effort, and thus have compiled all their posts here.  All posts have been unaltered, and presented here ‘as-is’.
Please note: Do not follow this advice! Your date will appreciate it.)
INTRODUCTION
Fillies are a tricky and troublesome breed, and operate on different and incomprehensible laws. Many a hapless stallion has blundered into a social situation devoid of context. In their ignorance, they commit faux pas following faux pas in the same manner as an apple farmer at the Gala.
However, there is one advantage: The laws governing fillies are constant and universal. Every filly across Equestria responds to the same stimuli in the exact same way. By mastering the techniques in this book you shall be able to achieve scientifically constant results in your love life. It does not matter who your date is: This advice is equally valid against everypony.
Welcome to A Young Pony’s Guide To Dating. Within these pages, we shall unravel every mystery of the heart and every pitfall the unwary might fall into. (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 1: THE PROPOSITION
"When asking a pony on a date, care must be taken to ensure the conditions are right. Shyly asking 'What are you doing on Friday?' may seem the natural question for a lot of ponies, but Friday seems to be the day a lot of ponies are washing their manes. Therefore, you must be both certain and commanding. Begin by complimenting your intended on the cleanliness of their mane, and if they seem flattered or confused, immediately follow up with an observation about how it is very difficult to get one's mane dirty at a theatre. When they agree with your obvious logic, you should confidently command them to be at the intended theatre at the intended time to ensure the ongoing cleanliness of their mane. It has never failed." (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 2: DRESS SENSE
"You always want to be dressed at least two levels of formality above your date. If she shows up wearing nothing and you show up in a full gala dress then you are in the best possible situation. She will be aware of how much more important and beautiful you are than her and will accept that she would be lucky to have you. The impression is made even more powerful if you wear such a gown to an otherwise unfitting location, like a baseball game." (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 3: ARRIVAL
“The best things in life come to those who wait. If you rush to your date and arrive too early, she will think you are desperate. However, if you show up late, it will be her who is anxious. She will be worried that you have bailed, and will be grateful when you arrive, regardless of how late you are.
We recommend a half hour up to an hour, any later, and you will be cutting precious time from the date itself. By doing this, it will make it seem like you can get a date from anypony at any time. This helps to solidify the fact that you don’t need to be doing this, and that you are doing more for their sake than yours. If you can get this image into their head, they are practically yours!” (Written by: Kurgan)
Alternate #1: 
“Nopony likes a late pony, and therefore you should show up at your date's house at least half an hour early. The effort will be appreciated. If your date is not ready yet, just stand outside the door and offer suggestions on what she should wear, how she should do her hair mane, and so on.
Remember: if both of you are silent for more than 10 seconds, something is wrong. If this happens, immediately say the first thing that comes to mind to fill in the gap. Your date will not mind, and regardless of what it is, will consider intelligent if you say it with enough conviction.” (Written by: Kurgan)
Alternate #2:
“There are two options to determine the opening of a date. The first is to show up early - one or two hours early is a good number. Feel free to order and eat in this time. Get a head start on your drinking too - being very slightly drunk during a date can rid yourself of a lot of tension and panic instincts, and if you splash a hint of fine wine, gin or whisky around your face your date could be entranced by the scent. This is frequently cheaper and more effective than perfume.
The second option is to show up late. In such a case, you absolutely don't want to let your date be unaware that you are showing up late - there is the potential that she will get bored or kidnapped in the intrem. Most importantly, these things might occur because she assumes that she made a mistake in showing up at the wrong place or time. The optimal solution is to show up on time, inform her that something has come up and you will be back in five minutes, and then leave for half an hour. This is an important test: If she waits for the half hour, she possesses the virtue of Patience and is worthy of further investigation.” (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 4: WINING AND DINING
“You must always make yourself appear cultured in every sense. When you go to a fancy restaurant (and you absolutely must go to the fanciest restaurant in town), order "The Usual". It does not matter if you have ever been to the restaurant before, by ordering "The Usual", you make it look like you are a regular and know your way around luxury.
Something to remember: there is a code that all waiters and waitresses know regarding "The Usual". When ordering, make sure to wink with your right eye three times and twirl your left hoof once. This secret code means "Give me your cheapest but most expensive looking food." Whatever you do, do not twirl your hoof first, as that is a sign that you want the most overpriced thing on the menu, which usually means everything.” (Written by: Kurgan)
Alternate:
“Never look at the menu when ordering; you don't want to look fussy, picky or boring. Just glance it over and then say something that sounds French. The waiter probably won't speak French, but he will be too embarrassed to admit it, so he will simply bring you the finest food. Furthermore, you will impress your date. Works every time.” (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 5: AT THE THEATER
"If you and your date go to a movie, remember, the fillies love a running commentary. The louder the better. If you can get your voice louder than the film, you have succeeded. It doesn't matter exactly what you say, or how informed your argument is, so long as it is tearing the movie apart. It makes you look smart, and provides entertainment to your date and those around you." (Written by: Kurgan)
CHAPTER 6: HUMOUR
“Making jokes can be hard, and if they fall flat it can spoil the entire evening. Nothing is as bad as no reaction at all for your jokes, so it is best to ensure that your joke absolutely will get a reaction of some kind. Few things get as strong a reaction as fear. As such, we recommend using scary things in order to make your jokes work (remember! Giggle at the ghostie!).
A short list of recommended scary jokes includes, 'accidentally cut my own hoof off' (localised invisibility spell + fake blood splatter), the Headless Horse (Pillow over head + Call Lightning), and spiders everywhere (box of spiders).” (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 7: THE SCENIC LOOKOUT
"While the scenic lookout spot is a staple of many dates, they can also be extremely risky. Firstly, you must never look directly at the sunset; looking directly at a sunset, no matter how pretty it is, can cause permanent eye damage. Unfortunately, many ponies are very badly educated about this and your date may attempt to look directly at the sunset. Bringing up the topic of eye damage can very quickly kill the mood, however, so you should do whatever you can to prevent your date from looking at the sunset without explaining why." (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 8: RELATIONS WITH UNICORNS
"Remember, when dating a unicorn, always approach them from below, never fly over them and never date a unicorn who is shorter than you. That razor sharp horn can cause life threatening damage. To help keep this in mind, use the following rhyme: The top of the head will make you dead.
Also, if you move into the advanced romance techniques with a unicorn, ALWAYS go to another bed or couch when sleeping afterwards.” (Written by: darthbobcat)
CHAPTER 9: RELATIONS WITH PEGASUSES
“Wing-flaring is tied to instinctual threat-display and mating-ritual responses in pegasi; nevertheless, many adult pegasi attempt to suppress this response and become embarrassed when it occurs. So remember: be sensitive! If your date's wings begin to creep up, try not to draw attention to the matter, and give them the space they need to regain their composure.” (Written by: the_druid_droid)
CHAPTER 10: SOCIAL OUTINGS
"When ponies go to public locations, eyes wander. Whatever you do, make sure your date is always focused on you. If her eyes look to some other colt, it means she is losing interest. At this point, the only solution is to confront whomever she is gazing at. A swift hoof to the face seals the image of you being strong and hearty in your date's mind." (Written by: Kurgan)
CHAPTER 11: CONVERSATION TOPICS
"What many ponies look for in a partner is a strong husband. This is why you must, whenever possible and as soon as possible, turn the topic of conversation towards children. Talk about how much you want to have children, and how you want to have them extremely soon. Give anecdotes about how many children are born every year, or humorous stories about times your friends' foals made messes. Speculate as to the hair and eye colours of potential foals had with your date. If there is a crying foal in the restaurant, talk loudly about what you would do to discipline the child. You must set a very good impression of your parenting skills on the first date." (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 12: GIFTS
"There are a lot of ways for gifts to go wrong. Chocolate can be read as a suggestion that your intended is overweight, fine wine can be taken as a suggestion that she is of loose moral character, flowers can contain deadly bees, and plush toys can become possessed by daemonic entities. All traditional romantic gifts can go wrong in spectacularly unromantic ways and, thus, you should neither give them nor accept them. Instead, take the realistic solution: Whenever meeting your date, give her an envelope full of cash. She will appreciate your practical thinking.
If you must accept a gift from a date, sell it or regift it at the first opportunity. In a pinch, you can even use it to tip your waiter." (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 13 : ELECTRONICS
“Fillies are attracted to a stallion covered head to toe in magnets. Unannounced magnet visits are extremely romantic, especially when they are using their computer for boring old work. They'll appreciate the interruption from the drudge work.” (Written by: Thanqol, after my computer exploded.)
CHAPTER 14: RIVALS
“As with the case in all things in life, there is always the eventuality that a rival stallion might come up and steal the love of your life right under your nose. No fear, with this guide, you'll have no problem stealing her right back.
Once you determined the name of the offending stallion, start by stalking the said pony. Do not worry about neighsayers; you will be vindicated later when your love flock back into your open hooves. Find out all and everything about his personality. Use this opportunity to deride and smear his good name in every possible manner including but not limited to; gossiping loudly in a busy marketplace, putting up anonymous ads in the newspaper and handing out flyers describing his lack of virility. With luck you will sway public opinion against him and the mare will see the error of her ways.
If all else fails, walking up to the stallion and delivering a solid punch to the face never fails to impress your true love of your devotion to her.” (Written by: Grif)
CHAPTER 15: GAMBLING
“The fillies love a lucky colt. If you can win a large pot, she will be yours forever. Go all in when you can, as it makes you look daring and adventurous.“ (Written by :Kurgan)
CHAPTER 16: AFTER-DATE INTERACTIONS
“This is one of the hardest things to gauge. But there are several key things to look for to decide if the date ends, or continues into the night. Any respectable date would be on the look out for your signs to proceed to a more intimate part of the night. However, this may lead to a stalemate if you are both respectable. In these cases it falls to the Mare to decide.
In the event that you do not want proceed to this point, you should not be reading this chapter.
If you followed all the steps in this book both you and your date should be ready, able and most certainly willing. HOWEVER. You must NOT let your excitement show. You still must remain Marelike and poised. You must make you date believe they must still impress you to further things. Otherwise you will come off as easy. On the walk or ride back to your house (any worthwhile date will walk a Mare home) keep distance from your date. Do not rub against them, let them come over to you. If they do, oblige them but remain non-nonchalant about the contact. Avoid eye contact to keep an air of mystery about you.
When your house is reached, and you are standing out front, do not invite them inside. Instead you must drop subtle and well hidden hints that you would like to be accompanied inside. If you are to engage in afterhours activities with this Pony, they should at least be intelligent enough to decrypt your hints.
Should they pick up and come inside with you. there is one last hurdle. The bedroom threshold.
You are on your own for this one. If you are to breed you need to be smart enough to figure SOMETHING out for yourself without relying on a book. At least you can read. that's a plus.” (Written by: Rebelhero)
CHAPTER 17 : AFTER HOURS, PART 2
“Fire is the element of passion for a reason, and when engaging in true passion it is best to spread that sensation to your date directly. Find a large fireplace to spend some quality time with your date and, as the moment rises, use some magic to move some of the fire onto her tail. In the period after her tail catches fire and before she notices you shall have the most passionate and romantic experience of your entire life.” (Written by: Thanqol)
CHAPTER 17-B: FIRE AND ICE:
“Be warned, not all mares are into a fiery passion in their relationships. If this comes up, be prepared for the backup: the slick smoothness of ice. Ice is the most sensual of elements, and many a mare has fallen for its allure. We suggest keeping a block of ice on hand (or secretly having one delivered to your house, your date's house, or wherever you decide to end up for the night) in case things look to be going intimate. If you can get the ice sculpted, all the better! Images of ponies being intimate with each other is the perfect mood setter, though simply things such as swans have been known to work. From here on, it should be clear what to do, so we won't bother with the details.” (Written by: Kurgan)
CHAPTER 18: GUARANTEEING A SECOND DATE.
“If you've been following this guide faithfully, by now the mare of your dreams should be swooning with delight at the very thought of a second date with you. However, the attention of young mares is fickle at best and should this prove to be the case, the following steps can be taken to guarantee a second date.
Constant reminders of your devotion to her are always appreciated - surprise her by showing up unexpectedly at her home, place of business, preferred shopping locales, and places of social activity. Doing this several times a day will have the double benefit of ensuring the young mare's eye doesn't wander whilst showing that you are a keen, enthusiastic, and devoted pony.
Slip small tokens of your affection into her possession without her notice. Flowers, love notes, or even small articles of jewellery stealthily placed into her saddlebags, wardrobe, or under her pillow will demonstrate how bold, adventurous, and affectionate you are.
Should the young mare remark that she will call upon her parents, elder siblings, or guard-ponies at these displays of attention, don't be discouraged! It merely means she has noticed your attempts but is not yet impressed by them, and is challenging you to improve upon your efforts. Try something daring or amusing, such as making sure that your smiling face is the first sight that greets her eyes each morning when she wakes, or mailing yourself in a surprise package to her doorstep.” (Written by: Dexam)
CHAPTER 19: MEETING THE PARENTS
“Following the advice of previous chapters, you should be preparing for your third or fourth date. Even if complications have prevented even a second date, the following is still a required step in a relationship. This is an excellent time to meet their parents. Your date would obviously be nervous about such a thing, so you should arrange a meeting just yourself.
Parents are famous for desiring both a good listener for their offspring and a companion for them of good humor. It is advised you hold your voice but for the most dire of need for the former. This will show your quality of listening. Remember to keep eye contact at all times.
To show you are of a temperament conducive to a long-term relationship, you should smile constantly. A bigger smile means more approval from a discerning parent.
To show your patience and quality, contact must be maintained after the initial meeting. Show you wish to be on amicable terms with the family by periodically looking in the parent's window when they would be watching. Remember: silence and smiles!” (Written by: MCerberus)
CHAPTER 20: MEETING THE PARENTS, PART 2
“You want to be sure that the parents understand that their daughter is in good hooves. As such, discuss intimate details of your relationship where possible. Complimenting your intended's kissing skills, habit of making the bed in mornings, and anything she has done while under the influence of alcohol are all excellent ways to get a conversation flowing. Remember, the parents are aware that this is not their little girl any more and are undoubtedly curious about her adult life!” (Written by: Thanqol)
“All parents share one thing in common: a desire for grandchildren. Speak to them constantly of your virility, your attempts at making a foal, and how great of a father you will be when the time comes. The sooner you bring this up, the better. If you already have any children, make sure you let them know about it, and how great a father you have been to them. If this topic comes up, the more children you have, the better!” (Written by: Kurgan)
