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] (T
LATER THAT NIGHT. NOW, WITHOUT A
_ DOUBT, MANY AMONG YOU
1 = WILL KNOW THE LEGENDS
OF STARSWIRL THE
FASCINATING! BEARDED.”

THIS WAS WRITTEN
BY STARSWIRL, BUT
IT DOESN'T READ
LIKE A JOURNAL
HERE.

HE'S WRITTEN
AN ACCOUNT

“ONE OF THE
GREAT HEROES OF
OUR TIME, STARSWIRL WAS
KNOWN FOR FACING DOWN
MAGICAL CREATURES AND

But perhaps the most chaumg

role fgor }%atgrswwl was not thatmgf
mage, or wanderer, or hero. But the
most dangerous of all professions—

Indeed, Starswwl was ofe of the
reat pony heroes. His feats will
e sung long after he has loft us.
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THIS 1S AMAZING!
WHO KNOWS WHAT
COULD BE IN

" \WELL, I AM CERTAIN
L/ THAT LUNA AND I READ

UNDER STARSWIRL'S
TUTELAGE.

SEVERAL OF THESE
STORIES WHEN WE WERE

WHY
WOULD YOU
KEEP ALL OF
THIS LOCKED
AWAY?

THEN THERE WAS

/'  THE FIGHT, AND I EXILED
LUNA TO THE MOON. AFTER
THAT I WAS TOO BUSY... OR

PERHAPS IT HURT TOO

MUCH TO THINK OF
THOSE DAYS.

“LEGENDS
OF MAGIC"?

STARSWIRL
WAS FOND OF
MYTHS AND
LEGENDS. STORIES
OF PONIES WITH
EXCEPTIONAL

HE WROTE THESE
HIMSELF.

THAT...
THAT'S ABOUT
ME!

WHEN STARSWIRL
DISAPPEARED, LUNA AND 1
WERE CONVINCED HE WOULD BE
BACK ANY DAY. HE WAS OFTEN
PULLED AWAY ON ADVENTURES,
JUST TO TURN UP A FEW
WEEKS LATER.

AND WHEN
HE DIDN'T
RETURN? 4

AT FIRST, WE WERE
SURE HE WOULD. THEN, ONCE
A FEW MONTHS HAD PASSED,
WE STOPPED LOOKING. BUT WE
WERE STILL YOUNG, AND DIDN'T
DARE TO DISTURB OUR
TUTOR'S THINGS.

WHEN HE HEARD
A STORY OR A SONG
OF A LEGEND, HE WOULD
ALWAYS WRITE IT DOWN.
USUALLY THEY WERE
NOTHING MORE THAN
TALL TALES.

WHAT
ABOUT THIS
ONE?

WHAT IS IT
CALLED?

"THE GREAT
STARSWIRL THE
BEARPED, THE |
TWO S/STERS, AND ||
THE MAGICAL
VORTEX.”
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IIIlIIIl"l'
ARE YOU

JOB TO MONITOR
OR COMMENT ON . THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SISTER'S GETTING ME DOWN. HOW
PROGRESS. I AM CAN MY OWN SISTER BE
THE INSTRUCTOR /.. SO MEAN? CAN YOU
BELIEVE HER?

WELL,
THAT MUST BE
FRUSTRATING TO BE
FOR YOU. FRANK, HER
COMPLAINT
HAS MERIT.

SHE 15 RIGHT THAT I AM A
TEACHER TO BOTH OF YOU,
AND THAT CELESTIA
YOU WERE LEARNS FASTER.

ON MY

SIDE. WHEN YOU LAG
BEHIND, SHE DOES
NOT LEARN AS MUCH
AS SHE MIGHT.

ARE NO S/PES
HERE, PRINCESS

THE FACT REMAINS
THAT I MUST TEACH BOTH
OF YOU AS MUCH AS 1 CAN,
AND THERE 1S5 NO TELLING
HOW LONG WE'LL HAVE
TOGETHER.

Y «\ l AS A PRINCESS, SOMEDAY THOSE
b THINGS MIGHT BE THE DIFFERENCE
QA BETWEEN THE SURVIVAL OF YOUR
KINGDOM OR THE FALL OF

ALL OF EQUESTRIA.

IF YOUR BEST 1S NOT
UP TO THE TASK, EITHER YOU
MUST FIND A NEW BEST, OR BE
WILLING TO LIVE WITH THE
CONSEQUENCES.

SOMETIMES
CRISIS ARISES, OUR LIVES REQUIRE
1 MAY BE CALLED US TO DO THINGS
ON TO DEAL WITH  THAT DO NOT SEEM
IT, AND SOMEDAY IMMEDIATELY

I MIGHT NOT POSSIBLE
RETURN. TO US.

WHEN A
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THE CASTLE OF THE TWO STARSWIRL, T'M
SISTERS. LONG AGO. NO KNAVE. I'M A
PRINCESS.

s g 9
teaching. CELESTIA, NO TWO
PONIES HAVE EVER DONE
MORE TO CONVINCE ME

BOTH THAN YOU AND
YOUR SISTER.

NOW, PRINCESS
KNAVE, RELEASE YOUR
SISTER FROM THAT
MAGICAL BUBB|
AT ONCE.

<@ BUT YOU TOLD ME TO. THAT
JA\ WS TrE TASK. I MAKE THE
BUBBLE, AND SHE HAS /.
TO POPIT.

LE

IT'S MEANT
TO BE A SIMPLE
TRAINING EXERCISE,
NOT A CHANCE FOR

YOU TO MAKE YOUR
SISTER PANIC.

WELL, IT'S
NOT MY FAULT
SHE CAN'T
KEEP UR

\

STARSWIRL!

[ MAKE HER LET
: ME OUT OF

HERE!

IDID NOT
SAY TO MAKE IT

FLOAT AWAY. )’y

/

J / ’!
Ii%llllliﬂil“l“l"'“
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WELL, THEN 1
SUPPOSE THE LAND
SIMPLY MUST BE
HANDED OVER.

I COULDN'T HELP
BUT NOTICE, LORD
GOLDSTONE—

WHY—YOU'RE
RIGHT, LORD
GESTAL!

1 HAD NO
IDEA!

IF THIS LAND
/S ADDED TO
GRIFFONSTONE, IT
WILL GREATLY
INCREASE YOUR
PERSONAL
HOLDINGS.

AND WHAT
DO MY FELLOW
LORDS THINK OF

THE SITUATION?

S
(M7

IT"S
RIGHTFULLY

IF WE CAN'T OURS!

HAVE THE GOLD,
THEN WE MUST HAVE
THE LAND!

THEN IT APPEARS
1 HAVE NO CcHOICE
BUT TO PEMAND THE

ENFORCEMENT OF
THE TREATY.

L..
UNDERSTAND,

LORD GESTAL. \

EQUESTRIA
MUST TURN
OVER THIS

LAND. I ONLY ASK THAT
YOU GIVE US UNTIL

TONIGHT TO MAKE THE
ANNOUNCEMENT.

OF
COURSE, YOUR
HIGHNESS.

TO DO
LESS WOULD
BE...
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IT'S AN
APDENPUM TO
THE TREATY—

HOW'D YOU
KNOW ABOUT
YAK PRINCES,
URTICA?

THANKS TO US
BUREAUCRATS AND
LIBRARIANS —

7,22 |

—SAYING
THAT THE

ORIGINAL PRICE
WAS ALREADY

FROM THE
CONVOCATION/!

I LEARNED
IT FROM ONE
OF THE YAK

EXHIBITS

HERE!

EQUESTRIA
1S SAVED!

WE D/P 1T,
EVERYONE!

DID THIS,
TOGETHER!

BY LEARNING
ABOUT EACH
OTHER'S CULTURE
AND BECOMING

",' NICELY
SUMMARIZED,
PRINCESS.

—EQUESTRIA
IS SAFE FOR
ANOTHER

oAy
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E'RE
SUPPOSED TO JUST

TURN OVER HALF OF
EQUESTRIAZ!

I DONT LIKE IT
EITHER, TWILIGHT,
BUT THAT /& WHAT
THE TREATY
SPECIFIES.

I'M THERE

S0 SORRY, I-IF I HADN'T WOULDN'T BE A BIG
EVERYONE. FOUND THAT OLD DIPLOMATIC CRI5IS5
TREATY, THEN NONE BETWEEN EQUESTRIA
OF THIS WOULD BE A AND GRIFFONSTONE,

HAPPENING... [\ AND, AND—

NO, GLENDA,
DON'T 54y
THAT!

NONE OF
| THIS 1S YOUR
FAULT!

IT'S
OUR FAULT
WE'RE IN THIS =

EQUESTRIA SITUATION!
SHOULDP HAVE
PAID THIS DEBT
CENTURIES

AGO—

RAVEN,
TWILIGHT,
GLENDA:

TO PREPARE MY
STATEMENT ABOUT
THE TREATY.

IN THE MEANTIME,
{ INEED YOU THREE
TO FIND SOMETHING,
ANYTHING THAT
MIGHT HELP.

THERE'S GOT
TO BE A LOOPHOLE,
SOMETHING WE
MISSED—

—EVEN IF IT'S
JUST A DELAYING
ACTION.

THE FUTURE
OF EQUESTRIA
DEPENDPS ON
IT.
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YES, TREATIES

ARE SOMETIMES

SIGNED BY A THIRD
PARTY —

OH, OKAY.

AND A HUNDRED
YEARS LATER, PRINCE

—A NATION

50 THAT'S DROMIUS WAS THE
T r e ORCE Tl \WHY PRINCE... LEADER OF THE

A DISPUTE. ZENED.

—50 HE
WOULD'VE SIGNED
A FOLLOW-UP TO
THE TREATY, IF THE
PRICE HAD BEEN
PAID.

(N

BUT I DIDN'T
FIND ANYTHING
IN THE ARCHIVES
UNDER PRINCE
DROMIVS'S
REIGN.

4o

D %

N W\ —

BUT DON'T //
THE YAKS USE A
DIFFERENT CALENPAR
SYSTEM FROM
PONIES?

SO THE TREATY \
FOLLOW-UP WOULD'VE
BEEN DURING THE
REIGN OF... PRINCE

CROMPUS,
RIGHT?
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UNBELIEVABLE!
I'M AFRAID
2
ARE YOU s

=4
PRI IT TOOK PLACE

BEFORE MY TIME, BUT RAVEN
AND PRINCESS TWILIGHT HAVE
OUTRAGEOUS! QUIET, THOROUGHLY CHECKED
EVERYONE. THE ARCHIVES.

A GUEEN THERE'S NO
DIPLOMATIC CELESTIA, IS PR S

CALAMITY! THIS TRUEZ THE PRICE WAS
EVER PAID.

THEN THE BUT THERE WELL,
LAND BELONGS ARE CITIES ON THAT THEY'LL SIMPLY
TO Us/ LAND—INCLUDING ALL HAVE TO
CANTERLOT! THERE ARE MOVE.
IT SHOULD THOUSANDS OF

PONIES LIVING
BE RETURNED T
THE @RIFFODNGO THERE! =
IMMEDIATELY! WHAT WILL IMPO55/BLE!

HAPPEN TO






OEBPS/images/img_14.jpeg
GUARDS!

I'M GOING
TO NEED YOU TO
PREVENT ANYONE
FROM LEAVING
THIS ROOM.

THEY'RE HOLDING A
DOCUMENT THAT MUST
BE DESTROYED —

—IN ORDER
TO SECURE
GRIFFONSTONE'S
FUTURE!

ARE YOU
GOING TO
REFUSEZ TELL
ME THAT THEY HAVE
DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY
AND WE SHOULDN'T
BE INTERFERING N
A LEGITIMATE
POLITICAL
PROCESSZ

WELL, THAT, AND
THEY'RE ALREADY
RUNNING AWAY.
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MY FELLOW

GRIFFON LORD
SPEAKS OUT |55
OF TURN— THE LAND,

APPARENTLY, . B —
BELONGS TO U/S. . “
»

- W —BUTHE IS AND THE DEBT
.\ CORRECT SHOUI;’D BE \
o REPAID. \
et ":-ﬂi" & BILDAER 50+ s - \\

GLENDA, WHO L]
i ARE ALL THESE == LORD GESTAL,

INTHE CENTER, 15 |
GRIFFONS? THE HEAD OF THE |

colNaL— &
_ PE(CS

‘ WELL,
A crIFFONSTONE
| 15 OVERSEEN BY
A COUNCIL OF
GRIFFON

-

N

—BUTALLTHE  \
OTHER GRIFFON
LORDS HAVE A SAY

IN DECISIONS,

PERHAPS WE TO00.
COULD CONSIDER 5

A PHASED

TRANSFER... AND THEY N\
DON'T ALWAYS |
GET ALONG.

—_—

COULDN'T WE
SIMPLY PAY THE
ORIGINAL SUMZ THE
GOLP THAT WAS
PROMISED IN THE
TREATY?

WELL, THAT
COULD—

MAY; YOUR
LORDSHF

BUT THAT'S

I THINK WE

INTEREST?  CENTURIES OF
GH_I%%LZSEDCEPT INTEREST! THE
PAYMENT WOULD
SURELY BANKRUPT

—WITH FULL THE EQUESTRIAN

INTEREST FROM
THE ORIGINAL

IN FACT.

TREASURY!
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Z
LORD THE PONIES
GOLDSTONE/ /[ WON'T HAVE TO Wi

WELL, IF IT
ISN'T MY FAVORITE
ARCHIISTS/ How e0ES . N o SNEURTHER
Ry -2y We FOUND Y proVES THAT | -
- AMISFLED  EQUESTRIA
SCROLL— 4 ALREADY PAD

ITS DEBT!

WHY—HOW
WONPERFUL!

S0
GRIFFONSTONE
WON'T SUDDENLY
EXPAND ITS TERRITORY
AND RICHES!

ACTUALLY, LORD
GOLDSTONE... PRINCESS

SUPPOSE 1 COULD \ TWILIGHT!

TAKE A LOOK AT
THAT SCROLL?

...WE SHOULD
PROBABLY GET THIS
DOCUMENT TO PRINCESS

CELESTIA AND THE
OTHER GRIFFON
LORDS...

...AS SOON
AS POSS/BLE.

WELL, YOU
SHOULDN'T.
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CONVOCATION
HASN'T TURNED OUT
AS 1 EXPECTED.

ACTUALLY, IF T
MAY SAY, THIS SEEMS
EXACTLY LIKE ONE
OF YOUR UsUAL
ACTIVITIES.

REMEMBER THE ' 1 WROTE NINE

TIME YOU AND YOUR DRAFTS OF THE
FRIENDS HELPED OUT  TREATY THEY EVENTUALLY
THE APPALOOSAN SIGNED AFTER THAT
SETTLERS AND THE
BUFFALO?

I HAD NO
IDEA!

PRINCESS
CELESTIA HAS ME
KEEP RECORDPS OF
YOUR ADVENTURES.

OCCASIONALLY,
I'VE EVEN HELPED
YOU OUT, BEHIND
THE SCENES.

IN SMALL
WAYS.,

I WORK IN THE
BACKGROUND. I ASSIST

THE PRINCESS, 1
HELP ARRANGE
THINGS...

1 MAKE
SURE THINGS GO
SMOOTHLY.

I DON'T HAVE
APVENTURES,
LIKE yOU DO.

MY DAYS
ARE FILLEDP WITH
PAPERWORK.

AND USUALLY
THAT PAPERWORK
1S BORING AND
UNEVENTFUL...

!

.BUTNOT &
THIS TIME.

WELL, IF
THIS 1S YOUR FIRST
ADVENTURE...

" [ARCHIVES

... THEN AT LEAST
YOU'RE IN GOOD
COMPANY!
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NO
NOTHING! LUCK HERE, WE'VE READ AND
H f NO EITHER... . RE-READ THE TREATY
MENDMENTS, A DOZEN TIMES, AND
NO ADDENDA, NO / THERE’S NO WAY
FOLLOW-UPS— OUT OF IT.

—NOT A PAGE
THAT COULD
HELP!

THERE ISN'T

HEY
ANYTHING HELPFUL IN THERE ARE THREE
ANY OTHER RACE'S T! SIGNATURES ON
RECORDS. THE TREATY.

I CAN'T BELIEVE
WE MAY HAVE EQUESTRIA 15 ABOUT THERE’S ONE FROM
TO ACCEPT THE 1O BE CRUSHED BY— THE PONIES, ONE FROM
INEVITABLE, BY PAPERWORK/ THE GRIFFONS, AND

PRINCESS. ONE FROM—
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YEAH,
WHAT'S THE
WoORrpDZ? WORD 15
“CRISIS"!

IF WE DON'T
FIND SOMETHING
NEW ABOUT THIS

TREATY, THEN
EQUESTRIA AS WE
KNOW IT WILL BE

PRACTICALLY

y SO LET'S
N GET TO WORK,
B\ BUREAUCRATS!

URTICA!

HORWITZ!

SEE IF THERE'S
ANYTHING FROM
THE YAK RECORDS
REGARDING THIS
TREATY!

I NEED YOU
AND BLACKTIP
TO GO THROUGH
THE PRAGON
RECORDS FROM
THAT TIME!

EQUESTRIA
WHY SHOULD 1 EXPORTS NINETY
BOTHER HELPING PERCENT OF ALL THE
A BUNCH OF GEMS COMING IN TO WELL,
PONIESZ THE DRAGON WHAT ARE
WE WAITING

WHAT HAS
EQUESTRIA EVER
DONE FOR THE
DRAGONS? 4
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CONVOCATION' OF THE CREATURES -

— — PART TWO —— .
~"BUY LAND. THEY'RE .

'NOT MAKING IT ANYMORE."

ALLOW ME TO Y BT A
EXPLAIN, YOUR IR s
MAJESTIES,

co;vngcRAETg/J HoEF THE MYSELF,
CREATURES, ALL OUR RACES | PRI 2 e
HAVE COME TOGETHER TO ||
SHARE OUR CULTURES AND
WORK TOGETHER. —AND
= GLENDA, A GRIFFON

BUT WE HAVE ARCHIVIST—

ALSO MADE A

" —FOUND A
Mopl Csn s TREATY FROM

THE EARLY DAYS OF
EQUESTRIA, DESCRIBING
A LAND TRANSFER
BETWEEN PONIES
AND GRIFFONS.

AS WE CAN
ASCERTAIN...  ---THAT SUM
WAS NEVER
PAID.

LONG BEFORE i WHICH MEANS
THE PRINCESSES’ ) V. A LARGE PART OF
RULE, PONIES RECEIVED | 4 EQUESTRIA RIGHTFULLY
A LARGE SECTION OF BELONGS TO THE
LAND FROM THE GRIFFONS.
GRIFFONS—

—IN EXCHANGE
FOR A LARGE SUM
OF 6OLP, TO BE
PAID ONE HUNPRED
YEARS LATER.
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T'LL SEND YOU
THOSE RECORDS
AS SOON AS 1
GET BACK!

17 1 MADE SOME FRIENDS, ?-
LEARNED ABOUT OTHER ,
CULTURES, AND GANED A N/ p b vy

NEW APPRECIATION FOR

YOU
WRITE TOO,
RAVEN!

I WANT TO
HEAR FROM
ALL MY NEW
FRIENDS!

AND T'LL

LET'S
ALL KEEP IN
TOUCH!

HOW DID YOU
ENJOY YOUR FIRST
ADVENTURE?

BUT I THINK

T'LL LEAVE FUTURE
ADVENTURES TO YOU,
PRINCESS.

GOOD AT I CANT
COLLABORATION. SUMMARIZING, 1 PREFER BLAME YO,
TOO! WORKING BEHIND RAVEN.
THE SCENES.

PAPERWORK
HAS ITS CHARMS,
100!





OEBPS/images/img_25.jpeg
TMSORRY, N
PRINCESS CELESTIA
ARE YOU SAYING
THERE'S ANOTHER
LIBRARY?

NOT
A LIBRARY,
SUNBURST, BUT A
STUDY. T HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN A BIT RETICENT
TO DISTURB MY
FORMER MENTOR'S
HINGS, BUT IT SOUNDS
AS IF IT MIGHT AID
YOU IN YOUR
RESEARCH.

NN Y/

= \
\ Q > ‘) ':(ﬁm L
N \'h | [T

“ep

,,.
=D/

=4

l —

(4

»,

.!m’

W 7
'!'"
3 N\

WAIT! ARE YOU  \
SAYING THAT THIS STUDY
BELONGED TO... STARSWIRL

THE BEARDED. YOUR RESEARCH

INTO THE HISTORY OF
EQUESTRIA... I KNO!
4 STARSWIRL DID A GREAT
2| DEAL OF RESEARCH INTO
THIS HIMSELF. BUT THOSE
BOOKS DO NOT SEEM
TO BE IN THE
LIBRARY.
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INDEED.

1AM GLAD THIS
COULD BE RESOLVED

AN
APDENPUM TO
THE ORIGINAL

TREATY. I WOULD NOT
WISH TO LOSE MY
THIS
DIPLOMATIC
CRISIS 15

FRIEND...

...NOT FOR TEN
TIMES THE LAND
IN EQUESTRIA.

OH, THANK
GOODPNESS! )

=

I MUST
ESPECIALLY
THANK YOU, MISS
RAVEN, FOR YOUR

A GROUP
EFFORT, LORD

MY FELLOW
ARCHIVISTS AND
BUREAUCRATS
DESERVE CREDIT
AS WELL.

I COULDN'T
HAVE DONE IT
WITHOUT...

...MY
FRIENDS.

LORD GESTAL!
URGENT NEWS!

THERE
ARE CREATURES
ATTEMPTING
TO—

PEACEFULLY.

PEOPLE'S GREATEST

ALSO, LORD
GOLDSTONE
ATTEMPTED TO COMMIT

TREASON.

OR PERHAPS
YOU'RE ALREADY
AWARE OF THE
SITUATION?
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1 SEE THERE, -
PRINCEfz THROUGH HA
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10\ 4

== :.*" i ?
‘ D DABO ,
TOURNAMENT > —
Y

THE FIRE OF
FRIENDSHE. LIVES
DR HEARTZ =
A5 LONG A7 L4
GURNS, WE ZANOT

DRIFT APART
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’ THIS CROWD \ ol
15 HUGE! WE'LL S

NEVER FIND THE \L BUSINESS OF
PRINCESS OR THE NATIONAL
GRIFFONS! IMPORT!

W-WE
COULD sPLIT
upPz?

WE MIGHT
GET CAUGHT
\ FASTER THAT

GOLDSTONE'S
RIGHT BEHIND US!
AND HE'S GOT LOTS
OF SOLDIERS/!

_ WE'LL NEVER
MAKE IT OUT ™ we NEED A—A

OF HERE! . DISTRACTION OR
SOMETHING!

EXCUSE ME—
YOU'RE THE YAKYAKISTANI

LINE-DANCERS, AFRENT © _0 b vou po A
U DEMONSTRATION?

OF COURSE/
YAKS ALWAYS LOVE
DANCING!
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WE NEED TO
PROTECT THAT
DOCUMENT!

IF GOLDSTONE
GETS HS CLAWS ON
IT, HE COULD RUIN
EQUESTRIA!
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A THEY'LL MAKE
NN\ 502;; IT'LL GET

=P

—HOW ARE
WE GOING TO
SEE THEM?
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