WE AWAIT WITH EAGER
TibeAJR‘A’SE'E&"‘NQ,IR@”R ANTICIPATION! YOUR RETURN
B€ <ERTAIN My ARmA/r\éﬂf; TO GLORY SHALL BE MARKED
AR< MAINTAINED AND RE€ADY BY TRIUMPH!

DIDN'T YOU THINK IT PERTINENT TO
TELL HIM OF THE QUAKES
AND OUR PONIES?

FARSWELL, KING. YOU WILL $OON
FEAST RENCATH AN
INVINCIBL€ BANNER

WHAT IS THERE TO TELL?
THAT WE NEED GUIPANCE FOR
SUCH PEERLESS TRIVIA

OF THE BEASTS! AND NOW TWO
PONIES FROM THE SURFACE!
THESE ARE PORTENTS! OUR
LORD COULD INTERPRET
TH|

DONT BE FOOLISH. T ONLY
I.. T UNDERSTAND, YOUR
DAUGHTER, THE KING . ADMONISH YOUR. INTERVENTION
MAJESTY. I MERELY THOUGHT
DEALS IN POLITICS AND HIS WITH OUR LORD. THE PONIES
GERERAL DEALS [KE THAR IT A CONCERN OF SECURITY, ¢
. BUT T VALLE MY BADGE STUMBLING INTO OUR HALLS IS

IF YOU IMPUGN ON MY AND WILL WITHDRAW MY CLEARLY NOT A COINCIDENCE..

RESPONSIBILITIES T WILL
RELIEVE YOU OF YOUR
OFFICE.

OBJECTIONS.

THEY HAVE PROVEN
UNUSUALLY RESISTANT TO
INTIMIDATION. T'D LIKE
YOU TO EXPEDITE YOUR
INTERROGATION AND
REVEAL EXACTLY WHY
THEY HAVE SO
YOU MIGHT NOT FIND LITTLE FEAR.
THE DAIRY PRODUCTION § /
AS PRESTIGIOUS WAY TO

MAKE OUR ARMY STRONG
AS YOU PO TRAINING IT




-
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MEAL TIME PONIES.
WE CONTINUE TO BE
MAGNANIMOUS IN HOPES OF
RECIPROCATION, BUT THE

SO BETWEEN US GIRLS,
I WOULPD LAY YOUR CARDS
ON THE TABLE BEFORE
THE KING'S FRUSTRATION
FINDS YOU ON THE TABLE.

IN RETURN,
I WILL

AND
NOTIFICATION
TO YOUR
SUPERIORS.

THAT MAP OF YOURS IS MADE
OF MINOTAUR SKIN, AND ITS SOLE B
PURPOSE IS TO HELP YOU
NAVIGATE THE MAZE. IT'S NOT
YOUR USUAL SPELUNKING

EQUIPMENT, PONY. / :
/ / .
THE LAST THING YOU'LL \/7
GAIN FROM US IS THAT Viw, ~

MAP. YOU'LL MORE (/e
LIKELY WREST MY
FATHER'S HORNS FROM
HIS HEAD THAN
REGANN IT.

)

UGH, MORE CHEESE SOLP?
THERE'S NOTHING NICE ABOUT
A HORRIBLE STOMACH ACHE!

T'LL SAY ANYTHING YOU
WANT! JUST GET
ME SOME FIBER!

L D o
OH... THAT EXPLAINS OUR |\
INCARCERATION AND THE
ANGRY GLARES WE GET. /°

WHAT MORE PO YOU
THINK WE KNOW? WE
WERE ONLY PASSING
THROUGH TO TRY TO
GET HOME. YOUR
STUPID MAZE COULPNT
INTEREST ME LESS IF IT
WERE FILLED WITH
PUMB, SMELLY, COW
PEOPLE - OH WAIT.

1 HOPE YOU REALIZE HOW POORLY
YOUR CASE WAS MADE BY
COOPERATING WITH KATRINA, AND |}
FOR THE TROUBLE HER WILY
TRANSGESSIONS HAVE CAUSED US,
THE KING RIGHTFULLY CONSIDERED
A POISON FAR MORE DIRE THAN
CHEESE SOUP. THE RECENT FLOODS
HAVE DONE CONSIDERABLE PAMAGE
TO OUR DEFENSES, AND WE
WOULDN'T PUT IT PAST THE CAT
TO BE RESPONSIBLE, NOR
PO WE HAVE MUCH COMPASSION
FOR PONIES.

FIRST OF ALL, YOU'RE ASININE. SECOND,
KATRINA SEEMED ALMOST EAGER TO
BE RID OF US - APPARENTLY SHE ISN'T
AS NEEDY AS YOU. THIRD, JUST
BECAUSE WE'RE CALLED
"EARTH PONIES" DOESN'T MEAN WE
CAN CAUSE EARTHQUAKES.

WHY DON'T YOU JUST
GIVE US OUR MAP AND
LET US BE ON OUR MERR'
WAY2 WOULDNT US
LEAVING PROVE OUR
NULL INTENTIONS?

WHAT?! EW! I HAD
SOMEONE'S DEAD
SKIN IN MY MOUTH?




SO YOU'RE INSISTENT THAT

YOU'VE BEEN DELUDED
BY KATRINA?

-IN THE SACRED ARMORY OF THE GODsS.
THOUGH YOU MAY BE HOLDING OUT
HOPE FOR RESCUE, IF T WERE YOU, I

WOULD PRAY NONE I CARED
ABOUT SHOULD FOLLOW MY
HOOF PRINTS, MRS. CLOUPY.

THAT'S WHAT I'VE BEEN TRYING
TO TELL YOU ALL THIS TIME!
WE PONT KNOW ANYTHING

OR WANT ANYTHING
BUT TO GO HOME!

IF TRUE, YOU MAY BE WORSE OFF
THAN IF YOU WERE EMPLOYING

THIS IS NO
COMMON MAZE,
AND THERE IS
THEREFORE
NO PERMITTANCE
TO LEAVE .

..PREFERRABLY ALIVE
AND IN ONE PIECE TOO.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN? WHY/Z WE HAVEN'T
SEEN ANYTHING! WE DON'T KNOW ANYTHING!
WHAT REASON COULP YOU POSSIBLY
HAVE? UNLESS... THE MAZE ITSELF IS A SECRET?

IS THE FACT THAT
WE EVEN KNOW
ABOUT THE MAZE
OUR PROBLEM?

YOU ARE A
PERSPICACIOUS
LITTLE ANIMAL,

AND THAT IS WHY,
EVEN IF GUILTLESS
WE MUST HOLD
YOU HERE-




HOWDY THERE, ARLI TM "
EXCUSE ME APPLETACK! HOW CAN
MISS HAT PONY. A BE A' SERVICE? IS NOT ARLI WHO AM

ME AM ARL/ AND NEEDS HELP. IS A PAIR
ME AM MUST TALK OF PONY WHO PASS
TO YOU. THROUGH OUR CITY.
THEY WERE CAPTURE
BY VERY ORNERY
MINOTAURS!

ME AM CAME TO
NEAREST PONY HOUSE
IN HOPES TO FINDING
SOMEONE WHO PERHAPS
SENDS MIGHTY PONY
WARRIORS TO RESCUE
YOUR FRIENDS. KATR-
UM, OUR LEAPER AM
SAID THAT WARRIORS
ARE IMPRE- UM
"IMPERATIVE"

SAY WHAT?! MINOTAURS? ‘ 1 CLIMB ON, LITTLE FELLA! '\
A CITY?? WHAT ARE YOU | WE'LL TRACK DOWN PASH
ON ABOUT SUGAHCUBE? AND IGNEOUS.
i YOU GOT ANY MORE
YOU CAN TELL ME?

WHERE'S ANY A' THAT NEAR

HERE? ARE YOU PULLIN' / 3 /
MY LEG? DID RAINBOW . / THE PONIES WERE CAPTURE

| : AND TAKE INTO THE MAZE.
PUT YOU UP TO THIS? 1S IMPORTANT THEY ARE |
RESCLE SOON. THE ||
MINOTALRS THERE AM NOT ||
PICKY EATERS, AND ARLI IS [
FEAR THEY ARE TIRED OF
US WOOLIE AS
MAIN COURSE.

N-NO! ARLI AM NOT PULLING!
COUPLE GRAY PONIES
WERE REALLY CAPTURE!

UNDERGROUND. ESPECIALLY
FOR CITY OF LARGE MONSTER,

TO HELP THE PONIES
AND POSSIBLY EVEN REPUCE
OF RISK MINOTAURS
IS TO US BUSHWOOLIES TOO.

YOURE TELLING ME \
YOUR AND OUR FRIENDS
MIGHT BE ON THE MENU?




WOW, THE CLOUDS SURE
ARE MOOPDY IN THE OUT-
BACK! WHAT'S UP AJ?

WELL, WE'LL JUST HAVE TO GO
KICK SOME MINOTAUR BUTT/

NO DASH, I NEED YOU TO
FLY AFTER THE PRINCESSES

AND TELL THEM EVERYTHING.

YES. BRING MANY
WARRIORS!
MINOTAUR WILL
NOT LISTEN WITH
REASON!

THIS LITTLE...
BUSHWOOLIE CAME

A QUICK RETELLING LATER

WHOAH, THAT POES SOUND
PRETTY SERIOUS.

TO ME WITH
SOME GRAVE NEWS.

YES, VERY SERIOUS.
NO BUSHWOOLIE HAS

EVER SEEN A MINOTAUR [
SMILE OR LAUGH.

ARLI LIKES YOUR
MANE! VERY
POWERFUL LOOK.

1 SAW THE DRY LAKEBED
BUT | DIDN'T KNOW IT
DRAINED UNDERGROUND.

THEY USDALLY
FROWNY OR
GROWLY.

SO, YOU'VE AVOIPED ONE IMPORTANT DETAIL.
IF FOOPD IS SO SCARCE DOWN THERE, WHY
DONT THEY TRADE FOR SUPPLIES? WHY DO

THEY RESORT TO HUNTIN' SMARTER LITTLE
CRITTERS LIKE YOU ALL INSTEAD

OF THINGS THAT DON'T BEG FOR MERCY
/ THIS WHY ME KEEP SAYING
/' BRING MANY PONIES. THE MINOTALR

TRY TO KEEP MAZE SECRET. ANYONE WHO
EVEN SEE MINOTAUR WILL BE KILLED
AND EATEN, OR GOES MISSING.

MINOTAURS SAID THEY WILL HUNT ALL BUSHWOOLIE
POWN AND BOIL THEM. BUT ARLI WAS GIVEN
PERMISSION TO TALK TO PONIES NOW, MAYBE

LEADER THINK IT WORTH A RISK. MAYBE LEADER
THINK PONIES CAN WIN.
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BACK TO THE PRESENT EVENTS
OF THE TOWN OF BUCKLIN.

#

/
PRINCESS! G

YOU MADE I/ A

S\

Lo

UM.. SCRIBE INKSY WILL
OFFER A MORE ACCURATE
VERSION OF THAT STORY, PLEASE
COME IN TO THE MAIN HALL

WHUH? T WASN'T SLEEPING!
WAIT.. "COME" YOU MEAN...
PRINCESS LUNA? TO
OUR HUMBLE CONGREGATION?
TRULY?

HEY INKSY!

ITOLD YOU

SHE WOULD
COME!

? ‘f‘ (i_;\
s 0

I WOULPNT IGNORE THE INVITE.
DO TELL ME, WHY ARE THERE
CHICKENS HERE?

&
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TRULY, IT'S K
A PLEASURE TO
MEET YOU, SCRIBE.




MS. MOONGLOW REMARKED
THAT YOU'RE A HISTORIAN AND
MY OLDEST 'FOLLOWER' IN
TOWN. I COULDNT MISS MEETING

O-OH, OF COURSE! I'VE BEEN
KEENLY INVESTED IN THE SCRIPTURES
ON YOUR EARLY HISTORY, SO
SEEING YOU IN THE FLESH
FEELS LIKE A DREAM...

SUCH A BIG FAN. THOUGH IF IT WERE A
DREAM IT COULD STILL BE
THE REAL YOU, SO...

UH. IT'S AN HONOR, PRINCESS!

I COULD REALLY GO FOR
SOME FRIED CHICKEN...
I MISS MY PROTEIN.

IN FACT, WHEN I SAY I'VE BEEN
INVESTED, I THINK OBSESSED
WOULD BE MORE APT. I HAVEN'T
BEEN ABLE TO TEAR MYSELF
FROM MY READING LONG
ENOUGH TO EAT OR SLEEP IN
THE PAST WEEK OR SO. IT'S WEIRD
REALLY - MOONGLOW SAYS
THAT'S A COMMON STORY
AROUND TOWN.

SHERIFF'S BEEN A BIT STRANGE
TOO. HE USED TO POP IN TO
CHAT, BUT LATELY HE'S BEEN
TAKING HIS NIGHT PATROLS

% SO SERIOUSLY

IT REALLY FEELS LIKE THE TOWN'S
FALLING APART. IT LOOKS NORMAL,

BUT... EVERYONE IS BECOMING LOST IN
THEIR PASSIONS. CELESTIA'S COMMUNITY
CENTER DIDN'T USE TO BE SO FERVENT,
BUT THEY'VE REBUILT THE WHOLE PLACE
INTO A CHURCH. THE FLORIST WON'T
CUT HER FLOWERS TO SELL THEM, WE
HAD TO LOCK UP THE BARBER
BECAUSE HE KEPT SHAVING PONIES
BALD... PRINCESS LUNA. T THINK WE
MAY BE IN DEEP TROUBLE.

SEE PINKIE? I TOLD
YOU THIS PLACE HAD
A BAD JuJU!



HOW LONG HAS THIS
BEEN HAPPENING?

7 I HAVEN'T MUSTERED
[ MUCH PASSION FOR THINGS
IT DIDN'T HAPPEN . SINCE THE NIGHT THAT..
ALL AT ONCE, 2N . NIGHT WHEN I.. WHEN...

BUT MAYBE, LM, A : i . ) —aX

MONTH AGO.
SRR DOES NOTHING
.\ 'y AL YOU?

v

ANON, YOU MEAN... OH, NO, THAT
IS NOT GOOPD! T PONT KNOW MUCH
ABOUT MAGIC, BUT T KNOW THE
POINT OF BRINGING YOU HERE
WASN'T TO BLOW YOU UP FASTER

i IS ALRIGHT.
SAY NO
MORE

DO YOU THINK WHATEVER'S
STOKING EVERYONE'S ENERGY
IS SOMETHING MAGICAL? AND
DO YOU THINK MAYBE SOME
OF THAT MAGIC MIGHT BE
CHARGING ME AS WELL?
BECAUSE 1 SURE HAVE BEEN
FEELING SOMETHING SINCE
WE GOT HERE...

I |4 |
I 8 \
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WE HAVE TO HEAD OUT TO THE
CHOOSING STONE FIRST THING
AT DAWN!




IT REALLY MATCHES WITH YOUR BLUE? WEIRD, T RECALL
BLUE EYES ANON. THEM BEING BROWN.

THAT MARINE BLUE
SURE LOOKS FITTING ON
YOU ANON!

THANKS, TWILIGHT. IT'S THE DEEP
GREEN SHIRT RARITY MADE WITH IT
THAT REALLY MAKES IT WORK. IM

IMPRESSED WITH HER EYE FOR
CLOTHING, ESPECIALLY FOR A BODY
FRAME SHE'S NEVER DESIGNED
FOR BEFORE.

SHE CAN BE BRILLIANT/ SHE'S EVEN |
MADE SPIKE LOOK STYLISH ONCE
OR TWICE, SO WE CAN COUNT ON

\\\ /// THE ROUTE IS CLEAR, PRINCESS!

ALL POTENTIAL THREATS HAVE BEEN |
DETAINED. TEMPORARILY,
OF COURSE.

A\

\

HER FOR THE OCCASIONAL
FASHION MIRACLE.

SOUNDS EXCESSIVE,
BUT THANK YOU
SHERIFF. ARE

I HEARD
THAT TWI/
WELL T'M A ROYAL
GUARD WHILE T™M
GUARDING ROYALS,
\ ARENT I2 CANT SKIMP
ON THE OUTFIT.

| P ANON, | COULDNT

4 = RESIST A PEEK
AT YOUR DREAMS. ;
WHAT IS TWERKING? \

THER = | | -
I ) ) e g Y))V

= gﬁggﬁ 0 - ' AND SHOLLD T TELL /
HEHH ﬂ ' U MY SISTER SHE WAS (-
wﬂ[l ot BE n 7 ‘ -- DOING IT2
il » IT'S A SHAME — (e[
O oty (= ) TO LEAVE THIS o ] :
=il 0 NICE TOWN!/ = % »
. 8 ‘ _ , \ ¢ /
% - ( i 9 ! .-\. o
jee o ) €M $
i o, wy pie? = o ‘ <\ < N ‘
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I DIDN'T EXPECT BUCKLIN
TO LET YOU LEAVE THIS I WAS HALF EXPECTING ‘
EASILY, WHAT WITH THEM FANNIE TO KIPNAP YOU

BEING SO ATTACHED TO YOU. AND TIE YOU TO A
POST IN HER BASEMENT. 4

=




COME ON NOW, WE
MUST PICK UP THE PACE.

I PONT WANT TO SPEND

A

ANY LONGER THAN
NECESSARY IN THESE
"CURSED" LANDS.

YOU MAKE A GOOPD POINT. .
&) THIS SPELL MUST BE WORKING | =

IT'S GOING TO BE \_ |
ALL, UPHILL FROM
HERE ON OUT SO LM, |g% )
I HOPE YOU HAVE BETTER &
STAMINA THAN I PO.

I WAS OUT OF BREATH
MORE THAN HALF OF IT.

YEAH, AND TRUST

WANT PINKIE ANY

ABOUT PARTYING.

WELL, I CAN CARRY ANYONE WHO
GETS TIRED $-

g

AM TOO! AND YOU
CAN'T PROVE OTHERWISE.

YES, STRONGER WITH
EVERY STEP I TAKE.
THIS IS NO PONY MAGIC,
BUT SOMETHING FAR
OLDER...




WHY PO SO MANY
ADVENTURES HAVE
O INVOLVE A SCARY, PERILOUS
MOUNTAIN WITH RICKETY
OLD BRIPGES?

C-CAN WE TALK ABOUT ALL THAT
AFTER WE'VE CROSSED THIS HORRIBLE
BRIDGE? THE ROCKS DOWN
THERE LOOK LIKE TEETH!

> AT LEAST YOU CAN FLY.

WE EARTH PONIES HAVE TO
SETTLE WITH PLUMMETING TO
A ROCKY DEATH.

I AGREE. I CAN FEEL THE OLD  \
WOUND IN MY STOMACH JUST
HITCHING UP FROM THE MEMORIES
AND I'D REALLY LIKE TO NOT
BE THINKING ABOUT THIS.

IT'S OKAY, MASCARA!
IF WE FALL, ANON'S
BODY WILL ABSORB
THE IMPACT OF THE

ROCKS FOR US!




I CAN ACCOMPANY YOU HALF WAY
UP THE PEAK OFFICIALLY, THEN YOU'RE
IN APPLEOOSA'S JURISDICTION. I CAN
STILL ARREST PONIES THERE, BUT
THAT'S ILLEGAL AND I'D HAVE TO
ARREST MYSELF AFTERWARD!

)

THAT IS FINE SHERIFF.

THERE HOPEFULLY WON'T
BE ANY NEED FOR THAT.

IF YOU DON'T MIND ME ASKING,
WHAT PO YOU... UM, HOPE TO
DISCOVER AT THE MONASTERY?

WE'RE JUST GRASPING AT STRAWS
NOW. THINGS HAVE GOTTEN WORSE
SO QUICKLY, AND ANON MAY DIE ANY
DAY BECAUSE THE STONE CHOSE
HIM FOR MAUD, OR MARBLE,
OR.. ME

ANYWAY, ENOUGH WITH
PRAGGING OUR HOOVES!
THE SOONER WE ARE DONE
WITH THIS THE SOONER WE

CAN GET BACK TO HOME AND

GET BACK TO WORK/!

I THINK WE SHOULPD
PACE OURSELVES, NOT
ALL OF US ARE USED
TO HARD PHYSICAL LABOUR.
AND THE AIR KEEPS GETTING
THINNER.

YOU Ok DASH?
THAT SOUNDS SERIOUS.

HA! FOUND YA!

YOU GUYS ARE EASY TO TRACK
POWN WHEN I CAN HEAR YOUR
GRUMPINESS ECHOING OFF
OF EVERY CLIFF FACE IN
EQUESTRIA!

OW, I HAVE BEEN FLYING SINCE

YESTERDAY TRYING TO CATCH LP

WITH YOU GUYS. MY WINGS ARE
STARTING TO CRAMP!




HOW DID YOU KNOW
TO CLEAR THE ROAPS FOR
OUR DEPARTURE SHERIFF?
IT'S NOT LIKE WE MADE
ANY NOISE OF IT.

WHY'D YOU PUSH
YOURSELF SO HARD
TO FIND US, DASH?

I THINK T'LL WALK ALONG WITH YOU GUYS.
I NEVER THOUGHT I'D SAY IT BUT
IT'S GOOP TO BE OFF MY WINGS
FOR A WHILE!

CLOUDY AND MARBLE
WERE NABBED BY

PONY-EATING

MINOTAURS!

YOU CAN HEAR A LOT
THROUGH AN OPEN
WINDOW.

GETTING ASS
IN THE FACE,
ANON BLOWING
UP! THIS "#X&%F
ROAD TRIP TO
CURSED TOWN,
AND NOW
MY FAMILY
TURNED INTO
COW cup!

YOUR SENSE OF HUMOUR IS EITHER VERY POOR
OR I HAVE WAX IN MY EARS! PID YOU SAY MOM
AND MARBLE WERE TAKEN BY MINOTALRS?
WHERE THE TARTARUS PIP THOSE COME FROM?

i\

7 s miskT Take A wte. |
/" LET'S JUST CONTINUE OUR ‘e

\

WHY THE FELDSPAR'S SAKE
MUST EVERYTHING GO
WRONG THESE PAYS?

U-UNDERGROUIND. J
SOME WEIRD FLUFFY
THING ARRIVED WITH
2 \ =
\
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OOH, ALMOST THERE!
1 BET THE GIFTSHOP
HAS SOME NICE LOCAL
TREATS TO TRY!

ARE YOU OK, ANON?
YOU LOOK PALE.

I'M OK, MY EARS ARE
RINGING, BUT IT MIGHT
JUST BE THE ELEVATION.

IF YOU NEED A
REST, JUST SAY
SO. NO NEED TO
PUSH YOURSELF
SO HARD.




WHAT WAS THA-
WHAT? I COULD HAVE SWORN
THAT SOMEONE...

GOSH, THAT'S A BIG
GATE. I HOPE IT'S
NOT TO FIT A
GIANT MONSTER.

LIKE AN EVIL PINECONE?

THEY GROW INTO EVIL TREES.
DASH, THOSE MINOTAURS - DID
THEY MAKE ANY DEMANDS?
BECAUSE IF THEY'RE ASKING
FOR MY ROCK COLLECTION,
MOM KNOWS SHE'LL HAVE

TO FIGHT HER WAY OUT.

/'UKE T SAID, A SHORT, FLUFF-BALL
CALLING ITSELF ARLI, OR A
BUSHWOOLIE - T WASN'T PAYING
CLOSE ATTENTION AT THE TIME -
TOLD US THAT TWO PONIES WERE |

TAKEN TO A MAZE BY
MINOTALURS.

SHE SAID THE MINOTAURS EAT
PONIES, OR AT LEAST THAT THEY'RE
JERKS, AND THEYRE GOING TO PO
EVIL TO YOUR MOM AND ASk THEM
TO GIVE OUT SECRET INFORMATION!
I ONLY HOPE THEY HAVE A GOOD
POKER FACE OR ELSE THOSE GUYS
WILL FIND OUT IMPORTANT STUFF
LIKE HOW OLD YOUR MOM IS, AND
WHERE YOU KEEP YOUR MONEY,
AND THAT THE PRINCESS IS HERE!

HAVE PLENTY OF PONIES MANNING
SHOPS AND TENDING GARDENS, BUT
NOW IT'S ALMOST EMPTY.

AND |F THE CULT'S RESPONSIBLE,
SHOULDN'T THEY BE ON US BY NOW?

) |||
THAT'S ODD, THIS TEMPLE LISED “E -
v

MARBLE ISN'T GOOP AT BLUFFING,
OR FRANKLY MOST THINGS, BUT MOM IS
SO GOOD AT LYING THAT I'M STILL NOT
SURE IF THE HEARTH'S WARMING HOG IS
REAL. I'M PRETTY SURE HE'S NOT, BY
THE WAY, BUT I DID LOSE MY SENSE
OF CHILDLIKE WONPER SO I COULDPNT
SEE HIM IF HE WERE
WHAT CONCERNS ME IS THE FACT THAT
THERE'S AN ARMY LIVING DIRECTLY
BENEATH THE FARM. TECHNICALLY I THINK
THAT'S ALREADY AN ACT OF WAR, BUT I
DONT THINK ANYONE HAS EVER ESTABLISHED
HOW DEEP EQUESTRIA'S BORDERS DESCEND.

D" 50 A WHOLE
BUNCH-A NEIGHBORS
LIVING RIGHT NEXT
DOOR AND NEVER
DID THEY SENT LS
A DINNER INVITE?

I DONT THINK
YOU'D ENJOY
THE KIND OF DINNER
THEY LIKE TO HAVE. 0\
( BUT WHAT ABOUT HOLIDAYS!

CAKE WOULD BE FINE!

S-SORRY,
WE'LL LEAVE
AS SOON AS

NO, YOU LEAVE NOW! TRESSPASSING

WHAT ARE YOU POING HERE IS NOT PERMITTED! ANY ATTEMPT
HERE?! THE TEMPLE TO STAY OR DWELL FURTHER YOU WILL

GROUNDS ARE CLOSED! _ REGRET/

PERMANENTLY/ ’

WE WILL REMOVE
YOU, EVEN BY
FORCE IF
NEED BE!




PERHAPS YOU CAN MAKE
AN EXCEPTION FOR YOUR
PRINCESSES?

HI' I'™M TWILIGHT
SPARKLE, PRINCESS OF
FRIENDSHIP, LET'S JUST
GET TO KNOW EACH-

ELL DONE TWI/
YOUR OVER THE TOP
FRIENDLINESS SCARED

HER AWAY!

WE HAVE NO

ILL INTENT, WE ONLY |
SEEK HELP FOR A /]

FRIEND.

AND MAYBE WE CAN HAVE
A TEMPLE PARTY! WITH
TEMPLE TARTS AND )
CLOISTER CAKES!

AWW DONT GO, AT LEAST

TELL ME YOUR TAILOR. THOSE

BOOTS ARE BRILLIANT/

@

THE CATACOMBS ARE  \g
THIS WAY, BEYOND THEM LIES
THE SANCTUM OF THE STONE.

>
e

TOO BAD I PIPNT GET TO

TAKE OUT SOME OF MY FRUSTRATIONS

ON SOME CULTISTS.

IT'S LIKE SOMETHING IS
WHISPERING IN MY EARS
FROM DISTANCE, AND IT KEEPS
GETTING LOUDER ALL THE TIME.
IS THIS THE MAGIC MADNESS
TWILIGHT SPOKE OF?

4-_1’
J L
MAYBE SHE RAN OFF
TO ARRANGE THE
TEMPLE PARTY? 4
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YES, UP HERE, WHAT'S
HEY, PROFESSOR/ THE PROBLEM, DEAR MS.
YOU HERE? WE HAVE WEATHERS?
A BIG PROBLEM! LIKE, S
WAY BIGGER THAN
WHAT WE HAD BEFORE!

ROYAL ONE,
CELESTIA, LUNA AND
A WHOLE POSSE OF PONIES
ARRIVED HERE WITH ONE OF

THE ANCIENTS IN TOW. _WHAT?
ARE YOU JOKING?

I'M NOT EXACTLY
KNOWN FOR MY JOKES,
VIBRANT/ YOU PIDNT MAKE
ME THE SHOOER
FOR MY ABILITY TO
INCITE GIGGLES.

=

UGH! T HATE FLYING IN CAPES
AND GOWNS. TOO BAD THEY'RE
RALLY EVERY AVAILABLE PAIR OF

A NECESSITY. IT'S REALLY HARD
HOOVES! WE MUST STOP CELESTIA FROM

TO CONTROL DESCENT IN THIS.
REACHING THE SANCTUM. AND WE MUST PO IT
EVEN IF IT MEANS THROWING BOPIES AT

HER UNTIL THEY BLOCK THE HALLWAYS.

WILL DO. I WILL ALSO SEND

IN THE YOUNG AND THE OLD.

BUT WHAT IF THEY TELEPORT
PAST LIS?

I DPONT THINK EVEN
CELESTIA CAN SUSTAIN
A STABLE MAGICAL
FIELD THIS CLOSE TO THE
CHOOSING STONE.

WE MUST STOP HER AND
THE ANCIENT ONE BEFORE
THEY REACH THE STONE.

1 HOPE NOT!
I WOULDNT
) WANT TO HURT

NO MATTER THE COST.
SHE WILL NOT BE ALLOWED YOU THINK WE GET
CLOSE TO IT! TO FIGHT CLLTISTS
LIKE DARING DO
IN THE "LOST TEMPLE
OF MATCHSTICKS"?




HALT YOUR
= INTRUSION, PONIES!
THIS TEMPLE IS
FORBIPDEN FOR
ALL BUT THE
GUARDIANS

OH, OH, IS THE PARTY READY?
PO YOU NEED HELP WITH IT?

ANON, THE DOOR IS BARRED FROM THE INSIDE.
CAN YOU PO SOMETHING? I HEARD YOU'RE
REALLY STRONG BUT...

I THINK I CAN
PO THAT, MOONGLOW.
DONT WORRY.
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T-THAT'S A REINFORCED SIEGE DOOR!
WHAT ARE YOU? WHAT KIND OF MONSTER CAN EVEN..
P-PLEASE DON'T EAT ME! PONIES ARE POISONOUS,
YOU KNOW!
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THERE WE GO! HELLO
THERE FRIEND, YOU
SHOULD HAVE OPENED WHEN
WE KNOCKED.

Y

WE COME IN PEACE.
DPON'T YOU WORRY
EITHER.

Zammes

o




' TLL CREATE A MAGIC SHIELD / |
BETWEEN US THATLL HOLD

: THEM OFF!/

SHE CAN DO THAT?

HERE?
; =

OW! WHY ISN'T
IT WORKING?
IT ALMOST FEELS
LIKE TRYING BLOW
AR INTO A FULL

Y-YES PLEASE, I REALLY BALLOON!

REALLY DON'T WANT TO
FIGHT ANYONE!

OKAY, SHERIFF.
TAKE CARE, AND
IF YOU MANAGE TO
CALM THE SITUATION,
TRY TO EXPLAIN THAT
WE AREN'T HERE TO
HARM THEM OR THEIR
SACRED RELICS.

SPEAK FOR YOURSELF
PRINCESS, T'LL BE SURE TO TIP
OVER AN URN OR TWO.

KEEP GOING AND
BAR THE DOORS. 3

TLL HANDLE THE
WELCOMING
COMMITTEE.

THIS IS REALLY WEIRD.
ANY MAGIC | TRY TO CAST
FEELS LIKE IT DOESN'T ... FIT/2.

I HATE TO RUN FROM A FIGHT, BUT
I HAVE PLENTY OF TIME TO KICK ASS
AND TAKE MANES ON THE WAY OUT.

ARE YOU SURE WE
GOT EVERYPONY,
ANON? OUR LITTLE PARTY
TURNED INTO A FIELD TRIP
FOR THE WHOLE CLASS

YOU'RE LATE! BUT IF YOU'RE HERE TO
TAKE OUR COATS, IM AFRAID IM
RATHER FOND OF MINE. IT'S
A BIT DRAFTY IN HERE,

ISN'T IT? I'M GUESSING THAT'S
WHY ALL THE CAPES.




IF WE BREAK HER
LEGS SHE CAN'T REACH
THE LATCH.

SO, WHAT PO WE PO WITH
CAPTIVE CULTIST? WE CAN'T JUST
LEAVE HER OR SHE'LL OPEN THE POOR
FOR HER WEIRDO FRIENDS.

EESH! I HOPE YOU'RE
JOKING MAUD! WE
CANT DO THAT!

OF COURSE I AM.
-OR AM 1?7

I CAN SOLVE THIS PROBLEM WITHOUT
ANY BROKEN BONES, BUT I WANT THIS
BACK IN ONE PIECE. IT HAS SENTIMENTAL VALUE.

WITH US, IN CASE THERE'S MORE CLLTISTS HABIT DEVELOPING? SURE,

AHEAD, MAYBE SHE'LL MAKE A DECENT WE CAN TAKE HER, BUT YOU
HESTASE: CARRY HER. AND MAKE SURE

SHE WON'T GET IN OUR WAY.

DASH, YOU'RE THE CLOSEST TO A
TRAINED GUARD HERE SO 1

AM LEAVING YOU WATCH THE
GATE, IF THEY LOOK LIKE THEY'RE
GOING TO BREACH IT, COME
TELL US IMMEDIATELY.

NO HEROICS.

OF COURSE
PRINCESS!

HIZ MY NAME'S PINKIE PIE!
IT'S NICE TO MEET YOU
CULTIST! TELL ME, HOW

POES A BRAINWASH FEEL LIKE?

1. UHH- I'™M NOT
BRAINWASHED...
AND YOU CAN CALL ME
SILKY, SILKY STRINGS.
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WELL, IT'S BIGGER

THAN I ASSUMED! " 1 NEVER EXPECTED TO
HEAR THOSE WORDS
FROM YOU PRINCESS.

HMM, THAT SOUNPS
MOST AGREEABLE.

OH MY, | HAVE qUESTS!
AND Do | SPOT MY LITTLE
DARLING SON TH<SRSP! ANSON,
DID youU (oM< T S€£ MOMMY?
YOU THINK THE
CULTISTS ARE BEHIND
THIS?




MOMMY?!
SAY WHAT? MY MOM'S A THE ROCK MAKES A
HUMAN, AND YOU'RE LOGICAL POINT.
7 ANON, YOU sHOULP
RESPECT YOUR
MOTHER.

ANSN, | DID NeT \ OF COURSE YOU
BRING You INTe WOULD SIDE WITH
THIS WERLD T

WATCH WHERE N B< TALKSD BAKK T¢
YOU'RE HOLDING

A STONE, MAUPD.
ON TO sIR!

CRYSTALLINE
Magic? TVE \ ||
NEVER SEEN SO \

THAT IS ARGUABLY FALSE! IM
W MUCH OF IT, LUNA

WILLING TO PUT UP WITH SOME
ECCENTRICITIES, BUT A HUSBAND WHO
BLOWS UP ON ME OVER A MINOR
THING LIKE EXISTING IS WAY TOO
OPPOSITE TO BE COMPATIBLE!

WORLD! WHAT'S THE BIG IDEA?
1 AM OBVIOUSLY NOT A PONY, WHY

(( BUT SON, IS LoVE NOT BLIND?
THE GREATSR THE DIFFERENKE AR< You <<RTAIN?
BSTINSSN LOVERS, THE D<sh<R IT LOOKS LIKS | ALSS
THE ADDRSCIATION FOR [] FORGOT TO <R€ATS
HAVS HAD AN ©FF DAY!
YOU CAN? JUST LIKE THAT?
WOW, THIS WAS EASIER THAN I EXPECTED!
HERE I HAD WORRIED WE'D MEET SOME
ANCIENT MONSTER OR HAD TO GO ON

N \
-
A DIFFICULT QUEST TO SAVE ANON. \'

AN FIX TH¢ PROBLM.
ROCKS ARE KNOWN FOR .

W< <AN'T HAVS MY
SWEST BRY BLOW upl
THEIR STRAIGHTFORWARD O ‘
NATURE, T NEVER HAD A DOULBT |
THAT THE CHOOSING STONE
WOULD BE ANYTHING BUT

I DON'T KNOW.

I THINK ROCKS
HAVE TENDECY TO BE
RATHER CRYPTIC.
AT LEAST THE ONES
USED TO BUILD

CRYPTS.




<M< ANON, WALK
BSTIWSEN MY <eLD<N
SRECTIONS AND PLACS
YoUR HANDS ©N
THE ALTAR.

Al

A

ANON, I KNOW IT'S SCARY
TO PUT YOUR TRUST INTO
THE UNKNOWN, BUT WE
HAVE THREE PRINCESSES HERE,
EVEN IF THINGS START TO GO
WRONG, T AM SURE WE'LL
MANAGE IT.

1 WILL DRAIN
THE €X<€sS
MAGIC FROM
yeu AND FIX
THIS PROBLM
FeR 422D,

IN MY HOME, I ACCIDENTALLY
BOUGHT THREE FLAVORS OF
SYRUP. EVERY MORNING THAT I
MADE WAFFLES, I STOOD BEFORE
THEM, PARALYZED. T COULDN'T
CHOOSE! EVENTUALLY I HAD TO
GIVE UP ON BREAKFAST ENTIRELY,
BUT THEN I FELT GUILTY FOR
WASTING FOOP. I UNDERSTAND
YOUR BENEVOLENCE, BUT I FEEL
A NATION'S LEADER SHOULD BE
TRUSTED TO MAKE THESE KINDS
OF DECISIONS INSTEAD OF LEAVING
THEM TO ME.

PO YOU THINK IT'S 7
SAFE, CELESTIA? YOU'RE THE
HIGHEST AUTHORITY HERE SO...

THE ANSWER ISN'T CLEAR,

EVEN TO ME. T WOULP LIKE MORE
TIME TO STUDY THE STONE BUT I FEAR
TIME'S A LUXURY YOU CAN'T AFFORD. I'D
SAY, THE DECISION IS YOURS TO MAKE.

T'LL PO IT WITH YOU, HOW ABOUT
THAT? YOU'RE NOT ALONE THEN

IN THE DECISION AND IT'S BETTER
THAN JUST WAITING TO BLOW UP,

RIGHT?

(P00 0 00 0 D -

DID THE STONE SAY )
"ERECTIONS"?
I.. IM TRYING TO GET
A MENTAL PICTLRE, CAN
YOU TURN SO I CAN

MASCARA... T SUPPOSE
YOU'RE RIGHT. IT'S NOT
LIKE THE STONE CAN GROW
WINGS AND FLY AROUND
TERRORIZING ALL
OF EQUESTRIA.
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Y<S! ALL THAT Powck! £
ap s an MINE!
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E-EROS?

IT CANT BE/
THE OLD GODS LEFT
LONG AGO,
ONLY TARTARLS
WAS SUPPOSED TO - j

REMAIN/ \ \ " WHAT'S THIS NOW?
' COME HERE LITTLE
MOUSE!

; -
g WHOA, TD SAY 4
HANDS OFF OF OUR PRINCESS.. IT REALLY IS HIM.
{7 \_ BUT THAT'S A LOT OF HAND , I CAN FEEL THE
e N ¢ {
N —__ ) — \ POWER SIMILAR TO

THAT OF TARTARLUS.

HOHAW! EROS IS BACK!
SN REJOICE MORTALS!




T MUSTVE BEEN IN THE ’
STONE LONGER THAN T
EXPECTED, IF MICE GREW ,
WINGS IN THE MEANTIME._J//

I'M NOT A MOUSE,
I AM A PONY.
PERHAPS YOU'RE
{ BIGGER THAN YOU
REMEMBER?

HAH, WELL LOOK AT THAT.
YOU'RE RIGHT! GETTING TO
STRETCH MYSELF
AFTER SUCH A LONG
IMPRISONMENT JUST FELT
SO GOOP.

HOW'S THIS? 1 REMEMBER
THIS FORM BEING VERY
POPULAR AMONG MORTALS

I.. I FEEL ODDLY
STIMULATED BY THIS.

W-WHAT? WAIT
A MINUTE!

NNNNG, WHAT KIND
OF BAR NIGHT I HAD?
MY MOUTH TASTES LIKE

ROSE PETALS AND

A WILD GLESS BUIT..

MAYBE IT'S BECALISE
YOU LANDED ON /=
w ssene L




LIMESTONE'S BEEN WORKING
HARD TO BREAK HER RECORD

MASCARA! WAKE UP!
I KNOW IT WAS A BIG JOLT, BUT IF
YOU BECAME A PONY BARBEQUE

UNNH- A-ANON? ARE
YOU OKAY? YOU SEEM '\
A LITTLE.. A LOT GREENER.

LIKE A REAL PRETTY
CUCUMBER. BUT ARE YOU
ALRIGHT? FEEL...
ASPLODEY-ISH?

DPONT WORRY ABOUT ME MASCARA.
YOU MUST HAVE FRIED SOMETHING
IMPORTANT |F YOU THINK I'M...
I'M... GREEN?

| *sizzLex




WAIT.. YOU'RE CELESTIA!
W-WHAT ARE YOU POING HERE?

YOU Ok
SIS? S-SAY
SOMETHING.

I AM HERE BECAUSE OF

A MESS YOU MADE EROS.
THE DEAL WITH ANON THREATENS

THE WHOLE EQUESTRIA!
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SISTER, IS IT WISE
‘ s S O sPEAK TO HIM
\ < IN THAT TONE?

IT'S BEEN SO LONG ) SO
SINCE T SAW YOUR AN\
HIGHNESS DEAR 4. /(,_T‘/_‘)\ B

I'M SORRY YOUNG PIE
WHEN EROS VANISHED
HE CREATED A VACUUM
AND | COULPN'T GET
ANY AIR UNPER MY WINGS.

=y

/#
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CELESTIA, YOU WERE
BUT A FILLY
LAST I LAID MY
VISION UPON YOU.

YOUR GUARDIAN SPELL
IS TRULY IMPRESSIVE.
I HOPE IT IS NOT ALL
ON MY ACCOUNT.

HOWEVER, LET ME
EXTEND MY APOLOGIES FOR
ALL YOUR TROUBLES AND

ROUGH LANDING IN A WAY E
ONLY GOD OF LOVE

PARTY IS BACK ON!

BY MAGICALLY
INSPIRED ORGY
UNTIL DEATH.

YAY! TEMPLE




MAN, WHAT HAPPENED TO MY
CLOTHES? RARITY WILL BE
DEVASTATED...

LUCKY THNG SHE PACKED A
SPARE OUTFIT, UNLUCKY THAT
WE LEFT IT AT THE HOTEL.

N

MASCARA? WHAT'S THIS ALL
OF A SUDDEN? ‘4\\\'
- :

I'VE READ SOME INTERESTING
BOOKS ON INTERSPECIES
COPULATION, HOW ABOUT
WE PO SOME HOOVES-ON
EXPERIMENTS ON THAT?

OH, ANON, I'LL
LET YOU TOUCH MY
HOLPER'S BOULPER.

OH ANON,
PON'T BE LIKE
THAT, LET ME

TASTE YOUR
TONGUE!

WHA-2!2 GIRLS!
HOLD YOUR HORSES NOW!

THIS IS BAD... VERY BAD.
VIBRANT SAID THAT IF THE
AMULET GLOWS, IT'S PAST

"TOO LATE". AND IT LOOKS LIKE
IT'S GOING TO BREAK
SOON. I CAN ONLY GUESS
IT'S WHAT'S KEEPING ME SANE.

I GOTTA GET OUT OF HERE UNNOTICED.
GOTTA GET HELP, WHAT LITTLE GOOP IT

THIS WORK IS A FREE PISTRIBUTION FAN ARTWORK AND NOT AN OFFICIAL HASBRO PROPUCT, CHARACTERS ANP SETTINGS BELONGING TO HASBRO INC. ARE USEP ONLY FOR THE ARTIST'S
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P-PLEASE, HELP! T DON'T FEEL

GOO0D. SOMETHING'S -LRP- OH- OF COURSE. BUT YOU
NEED TO UNTIE MY HOOVES FIRST.

WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?

)

p— e~ TroTy
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" HEY GOLDILOCKS! T TAKE IT YOURE R % & YOU HAVE ONE CHANCE TO
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS? I NEED YOU TO UNDO THIS AND LET MY
UNDO THE SPELL YOU PUT ON THEM & FRIENDS' MINDS FREE OR YOU |
THIS INSTANT! i . '
HMPH, WHO
MADE YOU THE
FUN POLICE?

MMM, I LIKE THE
SOUND OF THAT/
GIVE ME ONE TOO!

TVEBEEN A A
R BAD FILLY! 4

JUST PONT
THROW UP ON
ME, LITTLE GUY.




TELL YOU WHAT, IF YOU MANAGE TO
EVEN STAGGER ME A LITTLE, T'LL LET YOUR

AHAHAHA! SPANKING? YOU ADORABLE

¥ NO! T WAS
\ SO CLOSE!

P\  UrTLE MorTAL You GOTTA LOVE , / p LT
THE CAN PO ATTITUDE OF , FRIENDS FREE % P
YOUR KIND! I/ W) N\
: g‘ 'c O =

¢ >

I DONT LIKE TO EVEN
THINK ABOUT PUNCHING

KIDs, BUT IF THAT'S
WHAT IT TAKES...

..THEN I'LL GIVE
YOU MY BEST!

K g
aPip:
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WHOOPSIE! T GUESS YOU DIPN'T
SUCCEED! WELL, AT LEAST YOU
CAN BRAG ABOUT HAVING PUNCHED

7 AAAAAAAALAAAAAA
AALAAAGH!Z
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OH ANON. YOU
SILLY MORTAL.
PONT YOU
REALIZE YOU
CANT HARM A

\ -

N

/
N W
BUT THERE'S ONE PROBLEM.
\ -
\ ;

GET CLOSER SHORTY.
I STILL GOT TWO LEGS LEFT!
'TIS JUST A FLESHWOUND.

THE GAME WAS
RIGGEP FROM
THE START. NOW
ACCEPT THE FACT
AND JOIN ME AS MY
HERALD. YOU'LL

NAUGHTY
WEIRDO!




HOLD RIGHT THERE!
WHAT ARE YOU

DOING HERE? '

DON'T WORRY, ONCE WE'RE
TOPSIDE T'M SURE MY FRIEND
CAN HELP YOU. SHE MADE THESE
AMULETS TOO.

AND WHY ISN'T MY TONGLUE |
YOUR MOUTH? WE MUST
CORRECT THIS RIGHT AWAY!

XGULP*

0
NAME'S DASH, RAINBOW f
b DASH... \
\ \

A | \

' OH SPIKE? DON'T WORRY,

HE'S A RESILIENT LITTLE
PRAGON. I THINK WE HAVE

LET'S GET RIGHT J8

INTO IT. 4 /

T-THAT'S GOOP, YOUR
LITTLE FRIEND IS IN
URGENT NEED OF HELP.

1 GOT TO REACH THE LATCH
BEFORE MY AMULET
DETERIORATES COMPLETELY!

IF I DONT ILL LOSE MY FREE WILL TOO
AND WE'RE POOMED!




