Chapter 16.
Its Friday. A rainy Friday. The biggest part of the day, it rained and rained some more, so they all stayed indoors. Everybody was frustrated. Its summer and they were stuck indoors. Because of the boredom they started doing board games. That evening, they go to bed earlier than normal. They didn’t want to keep playing board games until their normal bedtime. So it doesn’t take long before only Jill, Dixie and Erik who are up. As TV is boring, they won’t stay up for long. Just as when Erik turns off the TV and Dixie brings the glasses to the kitchen, the doorbell rings. This is strange, as nobody has shown up at the gate. Normally, they would ring the bell at the gate. Then somebody would open the gate and wait at the front door. Nobody would ring the door bell itself. Its sometimes asked why they even have it in the first place. If somebody rings this bell, it must have been able to open the gate. Or its one of the Ani who got out of bed to prank the staff. Knowing that the gate can’t be broken open, it’s just too well build, it must be a prank. Dixie isn’t a big fan of these pranks. With Jill close behind her, she takes a look at the door itself. Its closed without anybody to be seen. When the bell rings again, they know there is somebody outside, in the rain. Dixie quickly opens the door, but sees nobody. But when she look down, she finds a little Ani girl, that must have been standing on tippy toes to reach the door bell. This girl has to be about 4 years old. Her small size allowed her to squeeze through the gate and go to the front door itself. She is also dripping wet, looking as if she went for a swim with her clothing on. She must have been outside in the rain for a long time. She has her arms wrapped around her to stay warm. When Dixie squats down, the girls looks sad at her. Her glasses are cracked, probably from a fall. Dixie hears her sniffing, but doesn’t know it’s because she is sad, or if she has gotten a cold from the rain. Dixie doesn’t have time to think about it. Any girl that stays outside in this weather, in one too many. Because she is at the shelter, she has become Dixie`s responsibility. Dixie lets her in quickly. The second she is inside, Dixie closes the door. When Dixie saw her outside, it was too dark to see what she really was, but now she is indoors, she can finally have a good look. Erik has shown up too and all are surprised to see the girl. Young, a bit skinny, but mostly a Fox Ani. She looks like a miniature version of Jill. Same fur colors in exactly the same places. Even the girl`s eye color is exactly the same. Jill, Megan and Domino are all Fox Ani, but their eye colors are different. Jill has blue. Megan has brown. Domino has grey.
When they see how much this girl is dripping from the rain, they immediately snap into action. Erik runs upstairs, all the way to the attic. He is getting some dry clothing. Jill rushes to the utility room to grab some dry towels. Everybody has their own towels in their room, but there are always some extra towels for emergency situations. Dixie is having a good look at the girl and lets her take her dripping clothing off. Erik returns just in time when Jill is back too. While he looks in a box, Jill collects the wet clothing while Dixie dries off the still sniffing girl. With all the wet clothing, Jill quickly walks back to the utility room, where she hangs it to dry. They will look at it tomorrow. With that done, she goes back to Dixie and Erik. Dixie is still drying the girl, who is soaked to the bone, and Erik is carefully cleaning the girl`s cracked glasses. With just some underwear on and wrapped up in a big beach towel, only her face and the tip of her tail are still showing. When Erik places her glasses back on her nose, the girl can finally see the people around her properly. Two humans and one Ani. They are so kind to her. Even more kind than her own parents. So kind even, that the girl gets tears in her eyes. It doesn’t stay with just tears. She begins to cry. When the woman in front of her offers to hug her, the girl looks at the others. Even thou the woman is an option, the Ani behind her is better. The girl takes a few careful steps past the woman, straight to the Ani who opens her arms for her. Jill was kneeling behind Dixie to swap the towels when needed, but now she is hugging the girl. Jill looks at Dixie and Erik. They have no idea what to do now. There are no real rules and procedures for situations like this. While Erik brings the wet towels away, Dixie suggests that they should go to bed and think about this tomorrow. That just leaves one problem. There is no bed made for the girl. They don’t even know her name. Erik agrees when he returns. Before he goes to bed, he will inform the police, just to be sure. This will be a lot easier, if they have a name. Because the girl is crying, they cannot expect an answer from her. The only option they might have is the girl`s clothes. Sometimes parents write their child`s name on the tag, but Jill already looked at it. There are no tags to be found. No tags, no name. While Dixie and Erik discuss what else they can do, Jill starts to talk with the girl in the hope she can find some answers. Surprisingly, Jill finds out that the girl`s name is Malaika, but she doesn’t know any last name. With just that name and a description of her appearance, Erik calls the police. Dixie and Jill take Malaika upstairs. Jill lets her sleep in her bed for the night. Daniel is in his own bed this night, thanks to Dixie, so there is plenty of space of Malaika. Just when Jill has put on her own pajamas and sits down on her bed, Erik shows up at the door. The police have written down what happened and with who, but they can’t do much. She is allowed to stay for the night and tomorrow they will have a closer look at the missing children reports, but for as far as the police knows right now, there is no child named Malaika reported missing. There is a chance she will be picked up by the child protection services somewhere in the next few days. The police will make the calls needed, so that the shelter doesn’t have to do it and can focus on their own work. With Jill and Malaika in bed, Dixie turns off the light and goes to bed too. Erik has already walked away. When Dixie is gone, Malaika gets closer against Jill, despite the warm summer night. Like this, they fall asleep. Downstairs, Dixie is wondering why she gets another girl. Again. Since the day she became the boss, she got six new  girls and only 2 new boys. She knows that these numbers fluctuate a lot. In the past there were almost no girls in shelters. She fears a trend.
The next morning, Jill is still up early. Malaika was sleeping tightly and didn’t notice it when Jill got out of bed. Even Jill’s alarm clock didn’t wake her up. When Jill is done with exercising, she quickly runs upstairs. Malaika is still sleeping and hasn’t even moved. Even after quickly washing herself and getting dressed, Malaika still sleeps. Jill rushes downstairs to set the table. While doing so, she talks with Dixie about how Malaika is doing. All Jill can say is that Malaika slept nicely and is still sleeping. When the others show up, Jill goes back upstairs. While Jill is going to wake up Malaika, Dixie is informing the others. While the others are a bit shocked, Jill is slowly waking up Malaika. She was sleeping so peacefully, Jill almost didn’t want to wake her up. She carefully brushes her hand through Malaika`s hair. Before Malaika opens her eyes, she smells Jill`s scent on the pillow. When she opens her eyes, she sees Jill sitting on the bed.
“Did you sleep well?” asks Jill soft.

Malaika nods yes. The bed was nice. Cuddling with Jill in her sleep was nice too.

“Come on. Let’s get breakfast.”

Before Malaika gets out of bed, she wants a hug first. After a hug and going to the toilet, they go down stairs. Jill is glad they found pajamas for Malaika. Walking around just your underpants isn’t a good thing in the shelter. They walk in just when Dixie is done talking. When Jill set the table, she made sure that Malaika sits next to Jill. She will take care of Malaika when they are going to eat. She will even help Malaika in the bathroom when she needs to brush her teeth or when she needs to take a shower. She doesn’t expect anything from the staff. For the rest of the day, Jill and Malaika stay close. They cuddle a bit. They make a bed for Malaika. Jill reads her stories. Not knowing when Malaika had her last bath or shower, Jill putts her in the shower that evening. Not long after, Jill brings her to bed. Knowing where Jill is if she needs her, Malaika falls asleep. Like this, it goes on for the whole weekend. Knowing that Jade wouldn’t be home for the whole weekend, Dixie didn’t call her to let her know about Malaika. She is told Monday morning, when she shows up for work. During the morning, the child protection services calls. They got a call from not only the police, but also from the BAP. Dixie and Jade explain what they can, but it’s not much. Malaika hardly knows a thing. She barely knows her first name, she celebrated her fourth birthday recently and that her family lives in town. The rest is a mystery. Without knowing a thing, its highly unsure if Malaika can stay, or if she is send somewhere else. And depending on her parents, she might even be send back to them, if they come forward and ask for her. That won’t happen until Tuesday afternoon, but by now, the child protection services refuses. Malaika is living in the shelter since Friday night and it took until Tuesday afternoon for her parents to report her missing? If your child, no matter what age, is missing, you will call the police immediately. Not 4 days later. This requires an investigation.
Because Malaika was only missing, she has no real reason to stay at the shelter, but it’s very difficult to send her to foster care. The paperwork is immense and often difficult. That is why the child protection services and the BAP agree to keep her at the shelter. Here she is in good care and she is close by. If the investigation shows that for some reason it were Malaika`s parents that caused her to show up at the shelter, they can’t just send her back to them. It can happen again, so she is kept separate. If needed, she can always go to foster care in the future.

In the shelter, Malaika is getting so happy, that she starts to feel at home. Because of their shared looks, she even sees Jill as her real mother. This is dangerous. Young children like Malaika are easily susceptible to change like this. Especially if she is traumatized and being close to Jill the whole day doesn’t help either. Young children can and will see trustworthy adults as their parents quickly and when they are bigger than even the normal sized adults, complete with an identical look, it can happen in a matter of days. Malaika even starts to show some mild animalistic aggression towards others she doesn’t trust. This is pretty much everybody. In order to get rid of this behavior, Jill introduces her to Domino and Megan, because of their looks. Daniel isn’t introduced yet, as Jill wants to begin slowly with just a few girls. As a group of 4 fox Ani girls, they hang out a bit, have some fun in the sun and even play board games together. They look like a little family. And when they don’t do this, Malaika stays close to Jill. When Jill does her chores or works in the vegetable garden, she is there too.
The investigation takes more time than planned. Malaika`s parents aren’t helping the slightest bit. All they care about is getting their daughter back, immediately. They refuse to answer questions and don’t want to listen to what the police and the child protection services are telling. But without answers, like what happened and why they didn’t report Malaika missing the evening that she arrived at the shelter, they aren’t even told where Malaika is. This is to force them to cooperate and prevent them from getting Malaika without permission. To make it even worse for Malaika`s parents, they even have to give her clothing to the shelter as they don’t have enough of their own. To make sure that they don’t go to the shelter, the BAP picks the clothing up with a van. The next few days, it remains quiet. In the shelter, they know that others are hard at work to solve the problem.

Thursday late in the morning, Malaika`s parents are finally allowed to know where she is. They have to go to the shelter for a talk and the police and the child protection services are going to be there too. This meeting determents what happens next. Everybody is surprised when Malaika`s parents show up. The whole time, nobody realized that Malaika is the child of an African-American couple. She is covert in fur and even underneath it, her skin is actually very pale, just like that of every Ani. Malaika even has blue eyes instead of brown. She might even look adopted. When everybody is in the office, it’s a bit crowded. Erik keeps an eye on the others, but Jill is there too. She and Jade are busy on the computer doing some work for Domino. In the living room, Domino and Malaika are playing together.
In the office, a bit of a fight is starting. Malaika`s father is aggressive and demanding. When it becomes known that Jill personally takes care of Malaika, he picks her to rant against. He even threatens to bitch-slap some sense in her, if she doesn’t give Malaika back. He is at least a head shorter then Jill, but doesn’t know how tall Jill actually is. She was sitting behind a computer and the visitors couldn’t see it, as the computer screen obstructed the view. When he gets out of his seat and shakes his fist towards Jill, she gets up too. Suddenly he isn’t so aggressive and demanding anymore. Jill just slowly walks around the desk to stand in front of him. She dares him to bitch-slap her. When he refuses, she grabs him by the collar of his shirt and pushes him backwards against the filing cabinets. While keeping her fist against his neck, she stares directly in his eyes without saying a word. Like this, they keep standing a tense minute. After the intimidation is over, and Malaika`s father is back in his place, Jill slowly walks back to where she was sitting. About 15 minutes later, the child protection services makes the decision. Malaika isn’t going back to her parents. Not only are they not cooperating with the investigation, her father is even aggressive towards others. Like this, it will be a long time before they see Malaika again, if she isn’t placed in foster care first. It’s still not known if Malaika can stay at the shelter or not. For the time being, Jill is allowed to become Malaika`s surrogate mother. With the visitors gone again, the peace returns.
During the afternoon, another visitor drops by, but only the staff knows. This visitor first meets the staff in the office and they talk for while. Jill isn’t needed to bring something to drink, as the staff brings it themselves. This gives Jill more time to talk with Malaika about family. Malaika can’t be happier. She is away from her horrible parents, Jill becomes a mother for her and there are more girls like her at the shelter. It feels like home to her.
“You like me being your mother?” asks Jill while hugging Malaika.
“Yes” says Malaika soft.

“Even if I’m not your real mother?

“Yes.”

“Then I’ll guess  you want to call me mama too.”
Malaika nods yes. Jill hugs Malaika. While they cuddle, the visitor shows up in the living-room. While the others, including Malaika, see the visitor. Jill doesn’t. She sits with her back towards the door. So, while almost everybody recognizes the visitor, Jill has no clue its even behind her. At least, not until this visitor get directly behind Jill and wraps her arms around her neck.
“Missed me?” asks a female voice softly.

Jill gets big eyes. She recognizes this voice.

“Theresa!” says Jill shocked, as she didn’t expect her to show up here.

“Hey, big girl.”

“You’re back!”

“Yes, I am” says Theresa who gives Jill a kiss on the head, between the ears. “Yes, I am.”

While Theresa hugs and kisses Jill, Dixie and Erik are surprised to see the close bond they have. They only saw this when Theresa left and Jill had to say goodbye. They never knew or understood how close Jill and Theresa actually are. Jade does know, so she isn’t surprised when she sees how Theresa is hugging Jill. Malaika is surprised and doesn’t know who this woman is. All she knows is, is that she doesn’t trust her. However, Jill does trust her, so can she trust her too? Malaika does see that Jill`s behavior towards her is the same as this woman`s behavior towards Jill. Is this woman Jill`s mother? When Theresa wants to pet Malaika, she looks mad and sounds a soft growl, but is shushed immediately by Jill. This surprises Malaika a lot. She has shown this behavior several times already towards the others and every time Jill stopped her. She still gets surprised when Jill does this. With the hugging over, Theresa takes a seat next to Jill. They have a lot to talk about.
Directly after camp, Theresa called the BAP for more work. She mentioned what she heard from Jill. The BAP called Dixie and discussed the option for Theresa to return. Dixie and Erik don’t mind that Theresa comes back. She is more experienced with this shelter then they do and they can use all the help they can get. Dixie is even glad to give up her position in favor of Theresa who has done it for years. She even knows how to handle Jill, who still keeps defying Dixie. The choice was easy for Dixie. She had to choose between taking a step back and let Theresa run the shelter again, or face a possible nervous breakdown or a heart attack, despite Jill`s lessons in Tai Chi, if she would keep going like this. Dixie and Erik even talked about moving out of the shelter, but this might take a while. They need to find a house first. Eva hasn’t been made aware of Theresa returning and potentially moving out of the shelter yet. If she is told, Dixie believes she will be so happy, she will be jumping up and down across the room. Eva still hates her parents for moving to the shelter, which caused her to lose her boyfriend.
Theresa also has a surprise for Jill. Despite the fact that they only know each other for about 5 years, they have grown a bond. They are like mother and daughter. Theresa has looked in to it and wants to make it official. Theresa wants to adopt Jill, which would result in Jill getting Theresa`s last name and that Jill doesn’t have to leave the shelter if she doesn’t show she can control her APD. Theresa can’t get her free, but at least like this, Jill can have a good life in a place where she is controlled by her adoptive mother. All Theresa has to do is get a few papers and sign them. With watery eyes, Jill hugs Theresa again. Jill never believed a moment like this would ever happen. She can finally have a family. This does make Jill think. She barely knows Malaika, but what if Jill can adopt her for real? Jill already knows she has no legal rights like the right to adopt a child as long as she lives in a shelter. But what if Jill can go to school? As soon as that happens, she could arrange it to happen. All she has to do is make sure she can control her APD. The new APD tests that were mentioned in the news might be the answer.
A few days after her return, Theresa talks with Jill about camp and if she had fun. Theresa already knows Jill had fun. Who wouldn’t? Because Jill likes camp, she wants to go again, but there is now a problem. Jill has become a surrogate mother for Malaika and for now she stays in the shelter. It’s unknown if she still lives her next summer. Jill doesn’t know if she could leave Malaika behind during those days. She is loving her so much already. What if she is taken from the shelter when Jill isn’t around to say goodbye? That will be traumatizing. Jill is therefore thinking about officially adopting her. Becoming a mother brings up another subject. Jill questions her abilities as a loving and caring mother, as she doesn’t have a real caring and loving mother herself or even a proper childhood to compare with. She only has Theresa and there has never been a girl like Malaika in the shelter before. Jill doesn’t really know what she is doing, but tries to do her best. All Theresa can do is support Jill and help her as best as she can. Noticing the worried look on Jill`s face, Theresa knows there is something else on her mind. Its Daniel. Theresa noticed that Jill had issues with Daniel and wants to know if things are alright. They aren’t. Daniel might be Jill`s boyfriend, he doesn’t like it that Malaika has come between them. Jill talked with him about becoming a father for her, but he rejects the idea. Malaika isn’t his child, nor will she ever be. This forced Jill to give him a choice. Either he accepts Malaika, at least for as long as she lives in the shelter, or she will dump him. To make sure he thinks about it, he isn’t allowed to sleep in her bed until he has made up his mind. Theresa wanted to bend the rules a bit, so that they could have a proper relationship. As they cant guard the bedrooms, Theresa wanted to give Daniel permission to sleep with Jill when he wanted, while letting him keep his own bedroom. However, upon hearing the problem they have, she isn’t going to tell Daniel this. If the problem is solved, Theresa might tell him.

After talking about Jill wanting to adopt Malaika, Theresa starts to think about adopting Domino too. Jill already acts as her big sister, so why not making it real? Theresa thinks Domino is just adorable. For Domino, Theresa is for now just another one to cuddle with, especially after seeing Jill doing just that.
Late that night, Pinky can’t sleep at all. It doesn’t matter what she tries, sleep won’t come. After a while, she gets out of bed. She sees that Jill still has her light on. She goes there to ask if Jill has a solution. She is allowed to sleep in Jill`s bed and when the light goes out, they softly talk about camp, sex and sex toys. Pinky didn’t know there are sex toys. This makes Jill get out of bed, open the curtains and get the box with the sex toys she has. In the moon light, Jill explains what is what. Not being able to sleep, they decide to use the strap-on to spend some more time together. Just shortly after half past 2 in the morning, they finally fall asleep tired, but satisfied.
